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The Spirit of the Lord upon me, becauſe the 
| Lord has anointed me : to preach good tidings to 
the Meek he ſent me, to heal the contrite of heart, 
and to preach to Captives Indulgence, and Deli- 
wverance to thoſs that are ſhut up. To proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord, and the day Ven- 
geance of our God. To comfort all that mourn. To 
give ſlrength to the mourners of Sion, a crown for 
aſpes, the ol of joy for mourning, à mantle of 
praiſe for the ſbirit of ſorrowfulneſs, and they 
ſhall be called in it the ſtrong of Fuſtice, the 
planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified. 
Chap. Ixi. of the Propbet Is AI Ak. 


O Bleſſed Guardian of Heaven Gates, to whoſe 
Diſbenſation the Keys of Heaven are intruſted, 
#whoſe earthly Sentence is made a fix d Decree in 
Heaven] Inſomuch that the Things which are 
either tied or looſend upon Earth aſſume the ſame 


x' d Determination in the celeflial Realms. 
St. HILARX Comment. in St. MaTH. 


chap. xvi. A /ittle after the beginning. 


We 


SHORT and FAMILIAR 
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CONCERNING 


\ 

\ INDULGENCEs, 
— | 
CHAR 1 
-4 Containing ſome preparatory Lights | | 
— Ha © | 
. E FO RE we come to the 


Definition of an Indulgence, 
as the Subject-matter of this 
little Place it may not be 
improper to premiſe ſome fundamental 
K 2 Tann 


* A ſhort Explanation 
Truths on which it depends. Nay, it 
will be abſolutely neceſſary that the pi- 


. ous Reader ſhould be appriſed of them 
as well for his own Inſtruction, as to 


enable him to refute, or at leaſt reſiſt 
the enſnaring Artifices of certain Men, 
who void of Shame, as well as Grace, 
for want of more ſubſtantial Prey, 

bluſh not to ſtoop to the baſe Employ of 


hunting after every Shadow, to throw 


Duſt in the Eyes of the Weak and to 
impoſe upon the Ignorant, to the Dil- 
credit of whatever is advanced either 
to the honour of the Saints in whom 
(if we may credit holy Writ) God is 
wonderful ; or in regard to the Power 
of the Keys, Chriſt left to his Church. 
W herefore as the nature of the ſubject 
will require us to have ſometimes re- 
courſe to Repetitions, we think it need- 


leſs to make any Apology for what, if 


it be a Fault, is an unavoidable one: 
All we hope 1s, that they will not be 
irkſome, in as much as they will make 
the deeper Impreſſion on the mind of 
every Reader, and fo will amply re- 
quite his Labour. To proceed then, 
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of IN DULGENCES. 3 
to Sin, it is revealed in general, that the 


Puniſhment due to Sins will be pro- 


portion'd to the heinouſneſs and num- 


ber of them: God is as infinitely juſt 


as he is good and merciful, and as his 


infinite Goodneſs inclines him to par- 
don Sin, ſo his infinite Juſtice requires 
the Sinner ſhould not go unpuniſh'd. 
Secondly, that every Sin whether Mor- 
tal or Venial, entails upon Sinners a 
proportionable Puniſhment. Thirdly, 


that by mortal Sin we incur the Guilt 


of eternal Damnation: That excluding 
us (according to St. Paul) from every 
Right to the Kingdom of Heaven. 


However, when once the eternal Guilt, 


and of courſe the eternal Puniſhment 
attach*d to mortal Sin, or the temporal 
Guilt and Puniſhment annex'd to ve- 
nial Sin, are remitted by a ſincere Re- 


pentance and Confeſſion, what is or 
may be, in particular or preciſely, the 


remaining grievouſneſs or duration of 
the temporal Puniſhment due to either 


in this World or an the next, for want 


of a perfect Contrition or Atonement 
in the Penitent, I do not find any 
where reveal'd by the Almighty. All we 

A 3 know 
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know of the matter is, that if the Pe. 
nances impoſed on repenting Sinners, 
by the Miniſters of Chrift, according to 


the Rules of Prudence and Clemency, 


every Penitent's Condition and Circum- 


ſtances conſider'd, ſhould fall ſhort of 
their due proportion, and the Penitent 


does not make up what is wanting by 


2 redoubled fervour of Devotion and 
Contrition on his fide ; 
due to the divine Juſtice muſt needs be 


defective, Now this is the Detect, 
which is properly ſupplied by Indul- 


gences; when the repenting Sinner ful- 


fils what 1s required. 

No man, I believe, will deny it to be 
in the Power of Princes and Magi- 
ſtrates, for juſt and weighty Reaſons, 
to pardon not only the Injuries done to 


their Perſons and Laws, but even to 


remit totally or in part, according as 
their Prudence and Pleaſure directs, 
the Puniſhments inflicted by ſuch Laws 
on Delinquents. Neither will it, I 
imagine, be diſputed, that they have 
alſo a right to delegate that Power to 
their inferior Officers. If ſo, can there 
then be any, reaſon, or even common 
decency, 


the Satisfaction 
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Privilege to the great King of Kings 
and Lord of all Sovereigns, whoſe 


Clemency infinitely ſurpaſſes that of 


mortal Monarchs ; whoſe Mercies are 
above all his other Works; and his 
Omnipotence, as well as his Goodneſs 
ſhews itſelf moſt, and moſt brightly in 
the paternal Tenderneſs he exerts in fa- 
your of us poor ſinful Beings ? 

That he has delegated this Power to 
the Miniſters of his holy Church, che 
Diſpenſers of his ſacred Myſteries, 
is clear from Chriſt's own Words re- 
corded in St. Mathew xvi. 18. and in 
St. Jobn xxi. where the Power of the 
Keys to open and ſhut heaven Gates 
promiſed and given to St. Peter and his 
Succeſſors fully prove it. For not only 
Sin itſelf, but even the Puniſhments in- 
curr'd by it, if they are not firſt remit- 
ted on Earth, muſt hinder our entrance 
into that celeſtial Manſion, where no 
Suffering can find admittance: and that 
St. Peter had power delegated to him, 
not barely to remit canonical Penalties 
in the Court of the Church-Militant, 


but even Sin itſelf, and alſo the Puniſh- 


A 4 ments 
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ments due to it from the divine Juſtice 
with regard to the Court of the Church- 
Triumphant, is full as clear from 
thoſe expreſſive Words, they ſhall be 
remitted in Heaven, the meaning 
of which, if they be allow'd to have 
any meaning as I preſume they will 
be, muſt be, that in the very in- 
ſtant, when we are abſolved on Earth 


(by virtue of the above mentioned 


Authority) from any Sin, or Puniſh- 
ment due to Sin, which might re- 
tard our Way to Heaven in that in- 


ſtant we are abſolved from it alſo in 


Heaven. There is no diſtinction or re- 


ſtriction of any Sins or Puniſhments, 


nor any Clauſe of Limitation to the ex- 
ternal Court of the Church here upon 
Earth only, in the Words of our adora- 
ble Saviour. What Preſumption then 
muſt it not be in meer Mortals to dare, 
without being able to produce any 
Commiſſion for it from him, to limit 
vhat he does not think proper to limit; 
and That to the prejudice of the whole 

body of the Faithful! 
From theſe words of our adorable 
Nedeemer, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt, 
whoſe 
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' whoſe Sins ye remit, they are remitted, 
it is juſtly inferr'd that the Guilt of Sin, 


and the eternal Puniſnment, which is 


due to it when Mortal, is remitted both 


in Heaven, and on Earth. Why then 


does not the ſame conſequence, drawn 


from the preceeding Quotation, hold 


good, when apply'd to venial Sin, or 


to the temporal Puniſhment due to 
That and to mortal Sin forgiven ; and 
this, as well in the Court of Heaven as 


in the Court of the Church upon 
Earth? „ . 

How very void of Thought there- 
fore muſt not thoſe Gentlemen be, 
who (for Reaſons beſt known to them- 
ſelves) artfully inſinuate to the People 


by Word and Writing, that Indul- 


gences are nothing more than a Re- 
laxation of the ſevere Penalties impo- 
ſed upon Sinners by the ancient Canons 
of the Church, that 1s, by the old Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Laws; which is nothing 
leſs than ſay ing in plain Exgliſb, that 
by the Power of the Keys, or what is 


the ſame, by the power of binding and 
+ looſing (with regard to our preſent Sub- 


4} 
Os 
U 


ject) is only to be underſtood a Power 


of making ſevere Laws againſt Sinners, 4 


10 8 A ſhort Explanation 

and diſpenſing from them, when it is 
thought fit. So that according to theſe 
ſoit-ſpeaking Gentlemen, the Power 
of granting Indulgences amounts to 
nothing more than a Power to remit a 


or penal Laws of the Church; and an 
Indulgence is no more according to 


trine ſo exotic, that it cannot take root 
among the truly faithful, but by the 
help of the groſſeſt Ignorance, and 
therefore muſt make the Teachers of it 
appear to all ſober thinking Catholicks 
either extreamly ignorant, or extreamly 
raſh (to ſay no more of them) as I 
ſhall immediately prove. 

The penitential Canons have proved 
impracticable, and on that account been 
obſolete theſe many hundred years. 
Conſequently they have juſt ſo long 
ceaſed to be binding, and are abſo- 
lutely no Law at all. If then there was 
any Senſe or Truth in their Doctrine, 
it would reduce the Power of granting 
Indulgences, and the Indulgences them- 
ſelves to as meer Phantoms, as their 
own Imaginations really are. For what 
better than a Phantom can we call a 


part, or all of the Canonical Penances, 


them, than ſuch a Relaxation, A Doc- ' 


Diſſ ien 3 
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Diſpenſation or Relaxation from a Law, 


which for many Ages, ceaſed to be in 


Force, and therefore in Courſe ceaſed 


to be a Law. I believe it would puzzle 
very much the Broachers of this Opi- 


nion to make it out, how ſuch a pre- 


_ tended Relaxation from Penal Laws 
not in Force (which as it already ap- 


pears would be as ridiculous as needleſs ) 


can be moſt beneficial to the Faithful, as 


nevertheleſs the Council of Trent de- 


. clares Indulgences to be. But to con- 


fute this Tenet yet farther, I beg leave 
to ask the Abettors of it a few plain 


Queſtions. 


Firſt, In ancient times wha thoſe ſe- 
vere Canons or penal Laws were in 


force, which the Church found neceſ- 


ſary to enact, to puta ſtop to, and de- 


ter Chriſtians from flagrant Enormities, 


and publick Scandals; did or could ſuch 
of the Faithful as were innocent of thoſe 
Enormities or Scandals, reap any Bene- 
fit by Indulgences? or do, or can the 
Faithful now living, who have never 
incurr'd thePenalties ment ion'd in thoſe 


Laws profit by Indulgences? Nay far- 


ther, I ask, can Indulgences (1t no- 
thing 
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thing more than they make of them) 
be granted to ſuch Chriſtians without a 
ridiculous Impoſition; when on one 
hand theſe Chriſtians have done nothing 
to incur the ſevere Penances injoined 
by ancient Canons; and on the other 
hand, Indulgences according to them are 
no more than a Diſpenſation from thoſe 
Penances, and therefore capable of only 
being applied to the Guilty? Secondly, 
can it be fair and uſt to teach the People 
that they are diſpenſed from certain Se- 
vere Peralties injoined them by ancient 
Laws and Canons, when in fact there 
are no ſuch Laws ſubſiſting in force nei- 
ther in the Court of Conſcience, nor 
at the external Tribunals of the Church ? 
-Or could it be honeſt in the Church to 
invite and encourage as it does all the 
Faithful to gain Indulgences as moſt be- 
neficial to them, when at the ſame time 
infinite numbers of good-livers could 
not poſſibly reap the leaſt Benefit by 
them for want of having by ſome Enor- 


mities fallen under thoſe Laws? Would 


not this be an Impoſition inconſiſtent 
with the Purity of that Church to which 
Chriſt ſo expreſly promiſed the Spirit of 

Truth, 
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Truth, to guide it into all Truth to the 
end of the World? And yet what leſs 
than this follows from ſuch Doctrine? 

_ Thirdly, Then would it not be much 
more conſiſtent with ſound Truth and 
Faith to own that the above-mention'd 
Words of our divine Redeemer, utter*d 
by him without Reſtriction, import a 
plenitude of Power in the Church with 
regard both to Sin and Puniſhment eter- 
nal and temporal, as well as to the enac- 
ting neceſſary Laws for the good of 
Souls, and for the external government 
of the Faithful ? upon the whole then 


it muſt hence be concluded that this 


Tenet is more calculated to diſcourage 
true Piety, than to promote Devotion. 


Let it ſuffice therefore to ſay, that the 


Levity as well as Falſhood, which jr 
ſeems to be big with, muſt to all ſolid 
Catholicks, who will but make uſe of 


Reflection, ſtand ſufficiently exploded 


by their own Abſurdity. 
Indeed had the Authors of this No- 
velty inſtead of taking pains to put the 
people out of conceit with Indulgences, 
trom which they might draw ſo much 
Benefit, taken alittle more pains to ex- 
plain 
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plain theNature and Uſefulneſs of them, 


or had they endeavour'd to deter Men 
from Sin and publick Scandal, by in- 


forming them- of the ſeyere Penances 


formerly inflicted on publick Sinners 


by the ancient Canons or Laws of the 
Church, their Endeavours had been 
highly commendable. I fay, 7/7#ed 


on public Sinners: For it never was 
the Practice, or Intention of the Church 
by thoſe or any other Laws to appoint 
any ſort of publick Penance for private 
Sins. So as in any manner whatever, 
directly or indirectly to countenance the 


breaking of the ſacred Seal of Confeſ- 


ſion, that is the inviolable Secret which 
the Miniſters of that Sacrament are 
bound to keep, under pain of eternal 


Damnation, as well as of the moſt 


ſevere temporal Puniſhments. Where- 
as that would have been the neceſſary 
Conſequence, if publick Penances had 
been injoin'd for ſecret Offences. And 
therefore if there ever were any Perſons 
whoſe Fervor urged them to expoſe 
themſelves to publick Confuſion, by 
freely embracing thoſe publick Penances 
for ſecret Crimes; it muſt be aſcribed 

tO 
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to the abundance of their Sorrow, De- 
- teſtation and Horror of them, to the 
deep Senſe they themſelves had of the 
Injury they had offer'd to the Almighty, 

and their own Souls thereby, and not 
do the Church's obliging them to do fo 
| ' _- Either by her Laws, or Prieſts. On 
1 


F 
4 
2 o 
= 8 — — - Þ wy ” . 
b_ . ECE 3 
Li T A P - & >; — * . * ». = ” — 
* * * 4 . 2 hy — nt 4 SEE: ; — : 
. ͤ Ä oi — — WERE 27 ” q 
\ 


the contrary, the Church in general 
diſcourages as a dangerous Zeal all ſuch 
external Marks of Repentance in a 
private Penitent, and has her very wiſe 
Reaſons for it. 


— CHAP. 
— Of the Treaſure of the Cavken, 
i and in what it conſiſts, j 


EFORE I proceed it will be 
neceſſary, Firſt, to premiſe, that 
to pay, or attribute to the Saints 
too much Honour and Veneration, or 
more than is due to them as to favourite 
Friends, Creatures, and Servants of 
> God; and to diminiſh that Honour and 
® Veneration, which are due to them as 


j luch, are the two extreams of Impiety 
1 and 
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** ꝶj —ñ˙ ñ — — — 


16 A ſhort Explanation 
and Error. For it is very plain, that 
the former would be levelling at the 
Honour of God himſelf by raiſing his 
Creatures above their created Nature, 
and conſequently to a degree of equality 1 
With God himſelf. And it is full as ; 
plain, that the latter would alſo be a | 
diminution of his Glory, as much as 
depends on us. Since it would be a 
denying the very Honour which God is 
pleaſed to confer upon them, by ſhew- 
ing and manifeſting his Power ane 
wonderful Works in and by them. 

Now therefore to come to the Point, 
by the Word Treaſure is commonly 
meant an abundance of Riches laid u 
in ſtore. Whence by a Metaphor, the 
{piritual Riches of the Soul contain'd 
under the Power of the Keys, and diſ- 
penſable by that Power to the Faithful, 3 
at the good Pleaſure, and inſpired Di- #* 
rection of the Church, are called a K 
Treaſure. St. Paul himſelf, calls them 1 
ſo in his Epiſtle to the Epbeſ. iii. 8. 4 
where he ſays, To me, the leaſt of all 7 

the Saints, is given this grace among 0 
the Gentiles, lo preach the unſearchable 1 x 
Riches of Chriſt, and to make all men 
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fee what is the Diſpenſation of the My- 
ſtery hidden from Eternity in God. For 
what elſe can St. Paul mean by the un- 
ſearchable Riches, but the Copiouſneſs 
and ineſtimable Benefits of a ſpiritual 
kind which Chriſt merited for us? 
What by the Diſpen/ation of the My- 
ſtery, but Chriſt's bitter Sufferings 


and Death upon the Croſs for our Sakes, 


eternally decreed, fulfilPd in time, and 
now applied or applicable to us in the 
ſtanding Memorial of it in the holy 
Sacrifice of the Altar, in the holy Sa- 
craments and Works of Piety, or to 
be diſpenſed to us by Indulgences ? 
In all well-govern'd Nations, we 


find there is a publick Treaſury, from 


whence is taken in time of publick Di- 
ſtreſs, whatever is neceſſary for the Re- 
lief of the People. So, infinite Thanks 
to our generous Redeemer for his 
care and tenderneſs, he has erected in the 
Monarchy of his Church a Treaſury 
alſo, whence is dealt out whatever can 
be wanting in weak Chriſtians towards 


the diſcharging the Debts they owe to 
: the divine Juſtice, And this is fo pro- 
portion'd to Equity, that nothing need 


be 
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be wanting to compleat an exact Ba- 5 5 
lance between the Creator and his 1 
Creatures. The Juſtice of our offend- # 
ed God is infinite, our Debts too are = 
. infinite, on account of the infinite Sa- 1 
| tisfaction due to him for the Crimes 7 | 
1 by which we have offended his infinite 
1 Majeſty, and here is an infinite Satiſ . 
A faction in Fact offer'd for our Debts to 


God, and left by Chriſt himſelf to his 
Vicegerent on Earth, to be by him 
offer'd to the eternal Father; that in 
virtue of that Offering, we to whom = 
it is applied may be abſolved from and 
acquitted of thoſe Debts, thro? his in- 
effable Mercy and Authority, who 
knows our Infirmities, and ſees how 
little we are able to do of ourſelves, 
finite impotent Creatures as we are, A 
liberality this is which, if ſufficiently 
weigh'd, might ſuffice to elevate our 
Souls to an exſtaſy of Love, Adoration, 
and Thankſgiving. 
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is But not to interrupt the Thread of 
if this Subject. The real Truth is, that the 
1 Treaſure of the Church conſiſts only in 
| | the infinite Merits and inexhauſtable 
| Riches of Chriſt's bitter Death and Paſ- 
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ſion laid up in ſtore for us, and they in- 
deed are more than enough to anſwer our 
utmoſt Wants, and Wiſhes; ſuperabun- 
dantly ſufficient to ranſom infinite 
Worlds both from Sin and every Pu- 
niſhment due to it. And as they are 


of infinite divine Value, nothing can 
be added to or ſubſtracted from them 
without detracting from their divine 
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Infinity. And being ſpiritual and of 
an infinite Value, have no Parts but 
are wholly and entirely applied and ap- 
plicable to Millions and Millions of 
Souls without End, as they have been 
and will be in the Sacrament of Bap- q 
tiſm to the End of the World, for the N 
Remiſſion of Original-Sin, and the 9 
eternal puniſhment due to it. ' 
Whatever then ſome learned Men | 
ſpeculatively may ſay of this Treaſure's 
conſiſting alſo in, and being amplifi- 
ed in ſome Senſe by the ſuper-abundant 
Satisfactions of the Saints, that is no 
Article of Faith, or Term of Com- 
munion, and therefore we are no ways 
bound to follow their private Opinions, 
2 eſpecially in what ſeems in the leaſt to 
derogate from the Fulneſs of our Re- 
1 demption 
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20 A ſhort Explanation 
demption through Jeſus Chriſt. How- 


ever for the Satisfaction of every Read- 
er, I ſhall here briefly lay before him 
their Reaſons for what they advance, 


together with my own for diſſenting 
from them, that he himſelf may be 


able to judge on which Side Truth and 
Solidity prevails. 


They ſay (and fo far they ſay rightly ; 
for it is the general Sentiment of the 


Church) that the ſacred Virgin Mother | 


of God never ſinned even venially. And 


indeed how could Satan, even for a Mo- 


ment, find any the leaſt Footing in, or 
defile the pureſt of Creatures, whom the 
Holy Ghoſt was to overſhadow, as in 
Fact he did ; and who was from all 
Eternity choſen to be the Temple, and 
Receptacle of the living God ? Ne- 
vertheleſs this immaculate Creature ſuf- 


ſfer'd more upon Farth than all other 


Creatures. Nay, they farther piouſly 
imagine that many Martyrs and other 
Saints endured more Torments, Af— 
flictions and Auſterities than their Sins 
deſerved. And though. this 1s a bare 
Surmiſe, and can be known only to 
God, yet they conclude from hence, 

that 
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| | that whatever was ſuper-abundant in 
' the Sufferings of thoſe Martyrs and 


Saints, is laid up in the Treaſury of 


h the Church to be diſtributed to 7 a 
A | weak and indigent Members of Chriſt's 


| myſtical Body. Otherwiſe it would 
g remain, as they ſay, unrewarded. But 


how very weak this Reaſoning is, will 
| very ſhortly appear. 


Thus far indeed it is true, that their O- 
inion does not contradict the Principles 

; FM our Faith : This teaching us that all 
our Sufferings, Auſterities, Ec, take 
their Merit and Value from and thro? 


h Chriſt, in whom we live and move, and 
a under Whoſe ſpiritual Influence we en- 


eavour to ſatisfy the divine Juſtice for 


b orthy Fruits of Penance, to which we 
are in a particular Manner excited and 
encouraged by him in the Indulgences 


Wich are granted us from him and 


*by his Authority, For it is by him 
; that thoſe very Indulgences are offer*d 
to the eternal Father, and through 
bim that they are accepted and con- 
arn'd in Heaven. This is what every 
Fatholick will and muſt allow, and 


this 


Z ourſelves and others, by bringing forth 


FM 
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this is all that concerns Faith, as to the 
Subject immediately under Conſidera- 
tion. However this is no ways in Fa- 


vour of the Opinion of theſe Divines, 


but rather ſerves to corroborate our 


Reaſons for diſſenting from it. 


Neither can the Parities of the Load- 


ſtone and the Vine, be any more ſer- 


viceable to the Support of their Senti- 
ments, as will appear upon Examina- 
tion. The divine Magnetick Chriſt our 
Lord, ſay they, draws all to himſelf 
who do not perverſly reſiſt his divine 
Attractives: And to them he commu- 
nicates the like Virtue of Attraction 


in a leſs Degree: Juſt as the Loadſtone, 


which is noted not only for drawing 


Iron and Steel to itſelf, but even for 
communicating the like attractive Qua- 


lity to either or both theſe Metals by 
meer Contact. Again, the Vine not 


only gives Vigour to the Branches ſuf? 
ficient to ſubſiſt themſelves, but even 
adds to them the Virtue of producing 
innumerable Leaves, Shoots and Fruit. 
So Chriſt Jeſus, who is the Vine, com- 
municates to the Juſt, who are his 
Branches, not only all the nutrimental 3 
Graces 
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Graces and Virtues neceſſary for them- 


All this is very true, I own ; but what 
then? Simile's like theſe may be ex- 
: ceedingly uſeful to illuſtrate our Holy 
Faith as to what has been ſaid above; 
} that 1s, that whatever the Saints did or 
We can do towards gaining eternal Life 


our good Example and Prayers, all 


1 netic, 5 whoſe Efficacy ourſelves are 
drawn and enabled to draw others to 


] Which we feed Virtue in ourſelves, and 
; give Birth to it in others. 


the ſuper abundant Satisfactions of the 
Saints added to thoſe infinite Merits. 
re his 
nental 
3races 8 
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ſelves, but even the Faculty of tranſ- 
ferring them in ſome Degree to others. 


3 


ourſelves or drawing others to it by 


muſt come originally from, through, 
and by Jeſus; who is the divine Mag- 


good; the heavenly Vine, whence we 
luck in all the nutrimental Juices by 


; Nevertheleſs all this is very little to 
the Purpoſe towards proving that the 
Treaſure of the Church conſiſts, not 
only in the infinite Merits of Chriſt's |; 
bitter Death and Paſſion, but even in 0 


This I am apt to think will appear e- 
Y jidently, if we do but conſider in what 
Manner, 


Fo. 4 Ila Mi 
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Maaner, and how far the Merits and 
Sufferings of the Saints can contribute 
to our ſpiritual Good. So far then is 
undeniably true, that tho* the Saints 
can add nothing to Chriſt's plentiful 
Redemption of us, and infinite Satis- 
faction for us, he alone being the ne- 
ceſſary and all ſufficient Propitiation for 
our Sins, and all Puniſhments due to 
them; yet all the Saints may gratefully 
aſſiſt us towards reaping the Benefit of 
that Redemption and infinite Satisfac- 
tion, which cannot be applied to us 
without the Conſent of our free Will. 
Now the Ways by which they aſſiſt 
us are, 

Firſt, By their Examples, rouzing 
us, and encouraging us to the Imitation 
of their long Fatience and ſteady Vir- 
tue. For we can no longer doubt of 
thoſe Virtues being practicable and the 


of Chriſtian Study, when we have 


ourſelves. Still in vain do we hope 


0 


Evils tolerable, which are the Subjects 


glorious Inſtances of both in Perſons 
of as delicate, and ſenſible a Nature as 05 


for any Aſſiſtance from them in this; 
unleſs we ourſelves reſolve in earneſt * 
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to ſhake off Indolence, to rouze and 


3 exert. ourſelves, and loſe, no Time in 
1 F ſetting about treading in their Foat- 
3 ſteps and copying after their Holinefs 
of Life, according to our ſeveral Sta- 
—_ tions and beſt Abilities. Without thus 
much on our Sides, their Example on 
> {| the, contrary, will become a Reproach 
—_— and Condemnation to. us. 

ty. 4 Secondly, By their Interceſſion we 


of [ | prain many ſpecial Graces and Favours 
from God (thro* Chriſt our Lord, 
a 1 the Source of all our Good in Howe 
gain their Protection by the Aſſiduity 
of our Devotion. 

* Thirdly, While we are in a State of 
g 5 Grace, that is, free from mortal Sin, 


* 3 we are Partakers of their Prayers and 
| 7 Merits, in the like manner as we are 


10 of thoſe of the Church-Militant, which 
is the myſtical Body of Chriſt living 


ects upon Earth in a conſtant Warfare, a- 
ne | gainſt the Devil, the World, and the 
— | h leſh, and ſtruggling towards Heaven. 


9 uch are all our Fellow-Members in 

PE hriſt, who are mutually cheriſh'd and 
his; 9 Piritually aſſiſted by the mutual Circu- 
. bd B lation 
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and Earth) if we are fo happy as to 
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ouſly pardons us many human Frailties 5 


in Exodus, chap. 
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lation of one another's Good- works and 


Prayers, as the Members gf a natural 11. 


Body are ſupported by the Circulation 
of * Blood from one to another. 
And in That conſiſts the Communion 
of Saints profeſs'd in the Apoſtles- Creed. 
Fourtbly, The Father of all Mercy 1 
and Comfort, in Conſideration of the C- 
Prayers and Merits of our triumphant Cb. 
Brethren the Saints (which Merits, as #- 6 


St. Auguſtin juſtly remarks, are his r. 


own Works and Gifts) commiſerates ha 
us poor miſerable Sinners, and graci- 


thro' Jeſus Chriſt, who is our only Re- 
deemer. The Holy Scriptures are full 1 er 
of Inſtances of this: Among others, 155 
xxxii. the Wrath of 
God againſt the Fews is appeaſed by 
the Prayers of Moſes reminding him # 
of his Promiſe, that he would ſhew # 
Mercy and Protection to them for the ® 
ſake of his Servants Abraham, Lſad if 
and Faced. In the fourth of Kings the 
Almighty declares he will protect and 
ſave Feruſalem for his own fake, and #8 
for the ſake of David. $ 


þ of ImpurLcences. 27 
d a [ Before I lay any more on this Head, 

I cannot but cite here what Mr. Thorn 

n | Adis a learned Proteſtant writes upon 

it in his juſt Weights and Meaſures. 

n Cap. xvi. p. 97. Thus all Members of the 


d. IChurch-Triumphant in Heaven accord- 


ing to their Degrees of Favour with 


T1 2 abound alſo with Love to Bis 
nt Church-Militant on Earth, therefore it 
as is certain both that they offer contimual 


his row: to God for its Neceſſities, and 
tes what their Prayers muſt be of preat 
ci- Force and Effett with God for the A 
ties ¶lance of the Cbhurch-Militant in her 


de- Varfare; whence he infers (and that 
hay 5 ery juſtly) bt the Living ought to 


beg a Part and Intereſt in thoſe Prayers, 


\ __ Pohich they who are ſo near God in his 
by Lingdom, tender to him without ceaſing, 
him Jer the Church upon Earth. Again, 


page 355, in his Epitome of the Laws 
It the Church, he has what follows. 
Tac A 5 our Saviour argues well, that Abra- 


we again, becauſe God is not the God 
the Dead, ſo is the Conſequence as 
£ 5 that what God does for their Sakes 

| does for their Mediation and In- 
4 i 2 | terceſſion, 


pc n., Iſaac and Jacob are alive and ſball 
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done and ſuffer'd for him and 15 
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terceſſion. This learned Gentleman ef 
knew better what was meant by the a 


Communion of Saints in the Apoſtles MF » 
Creed, than is now-a-days underſtood = 4 


by Proteſtants. Zi = at 
Again, the Jaſt Chapter of Fob is fo e 


evident a Proof of this Matter, as to ir 
render all others needleſs. All which m 
demonſtrate not only how greatly God [ te 
honours and diftinguiſhes his Saints, IL 


but even of what Efficacy their Merits C 
and Prayers are in his Sight, and how be 
much he is honour*d and glorified in 2+ 
the inferior Honour we pay to them # T 
for his Sake. Notwithſtanding all this, 24 
it ſeems nevertheleſs true, that the in 
Treaſure of the Church conſiſts 10 1 
in the infinite Merits of Chriſt; and h 
the Reaſons that induce me to fay o m 

; "oF | ta 


a _ 1 3 
In the firſt Place, whatever the & iff 
Saints thro' the Grace of Chriſt have 


Church and Holy Faith, ſeems fully 1 
rewarded by the eternal Weight of GE. 
ry above Meaſure exceedingly beſtow'd 
upon them as St. Paul fays, Cor. iv. 1 
17. And that in different Degrees in- 
effabl 4 wr 
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effably varied by the divine Goodneſs 


and Juſtice, according to their ſeveral 


Merits and Sufferings : For as one Star 


differs from another in Glory, ſo will 
and do the Saints in Heaven. Nor 
ean it be reaſonably conceived, that 
immeaſurable eternal Felicity will ad- 


mit of any Compariſon with limited 


temporal Sufferings of any Kind or 
Duration whatever. I am till then in 
Concert with St. Paul, Rom. viii. in 
believing and ſaying as he fays. I 
think that the Sufferings of the preſent 


Time are not worthy to be compared with 


the future Glory which ſhall be reveal'd 


n Us. | 

Again, all the Sufferings and Satis- 
Actions of the Saints, tho” ever fo 
much above their Sins, were all cer- 
tainly meritorious through Chriſt's aſ- 
ſiſting Grace alone; and Theſe, as ſuch, 
are All rewarded with an infinite Hun- 


dred-fold, if I may ufe the Word; 


Jer God renders to all according to their 


Worts; and That with regard to the 


Goods, above Meafure exceedingly, as 


St. Paul ſays. In crowning their Merits 


too, he crowns nothing, as I remark'd 
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30 A ſhort Explanation 
out of St. Auguſtin, but what are 
his own Works originally. Where- 


fore as no Good remains unrewarded | 
in the Saints, what ſuper- abundance 


can there remain behind, towards in- 
creaſing the Treafure of the Church ? 


But it feems thoſe Divines, who are 


for ſwelling that Fund of fpiritual 


Riches, with this ſuper-abundance of 


Merits in the Saints, lay a mighty 
Streſs upon the Words of Pope Cle- 
ment the VIth, for the Support of their 
Opinion. To ſhew then what Reaſon 
they have ſo to do, I ſhall here give 
thoſe Words at full length, and they 


are as follow: Chriſt, ſays the holy Fa- 


ther, committed the Treafure of his 
« Paſhon to PETER, and his Succeſ- 


fors, for proper and reaſonable Mo- 


„ tives, to be profitably diſpenſed to 


the Faithful, and to be mercifully 


% applied to Penitents, ſometimes. for 
„A total Remifſion of the Puniſhment 


due to Sin, ſometimes for Part of 


e the ſame, as they ſhall judge expedi- 
« ent according to God. TotheHeap of 


„ which Treaſure it is notorious that the 
> 


- 
4 
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Nerits of the bleſſed Virgin, * 
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© of God, and of all the Elect from firſt 
« to laſt are aſſiſting.” Now all which 
ſeems to favour the Opinion of thoſe Di- 
vines, is the laſt Period. But how very 
little it really does favour them, will 
evidently appear, if we explain it ac- 
cording to the Principles of Faith and 


Reaſon. And according to theſe, His 


Holineſs ſays nothing more than what 
I faid above, and which is certain, V/z. 
that the Merits and Prayers. of the 
Saints are aſliſting to us in the Sight of 
the Almighty, that the Paſſion of 
Chriſt may be beneficial to us. God 
of his ;nGnite Mercy, in Conſideration 
of their Merits, and for their Sakes, is 
often pleaſed to look down upon us, 
when we ourſelves deſerve it the leaſt, 

and is graciouſly pleaſed in Compli- 
ance with their Sollicitations in our Be- 
half, to grant, among, other Mercies, 
that the infinite Riches of his Son's 
Paſſion and Death, be applied to us 
not only for the Remiſſion of Sin, but 
even of the Puniſhment due to it, Now 
if it be called a Treaſure, that God out 
of his boundleſs Mercy is pleaſed that 
we ſhould have many Interceſſors in 
a B 4 Heaven 


Becauſe by them the Glory of Chriſt 
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Heaven as well as upon Earth under 
Jeſus Chriſt eur Head and our only 
Redeemer, and that through his Me- 
rits and: Paſſion they ſhould obtain ma- 
ny Favours for us from the eternal Fa- 
ther ; let it be called ſo: My Purpoſe 
is not to diſpute about Words, but 
meerly to advance what is of Faith, 
and will conſequently be reconcileable 
with Reaſon. For tho? Faith. be infi- 
nitely ſuperior to Reaſon ;: yet it is not 


in the leaſt, nor can it be, contradic- 


tory to Reaſon ; as coming itfelf from, 
and teaching nothing but what 1s re- 
veard by immutable Truth, the 
Scurce and Light of Reaſon... And i in 
this Senſe alone Pope Clement can be 
underſtoed to fay, that the Merits of 
the Bleſſed Virgin and. the reſt of the 


Saints are aſſiſting to the Treaſure of the 


Church, which is the Merits and Paf- 
Gon. of Chriſt,” But this no way makes 
for the Opinion of. thoſe Divines. Cer- 
tain it is, that the more Perſons are 
drawn by the Diſpenſation of this 
Treaſure to Repentance and Juſtifi- 
cation, the more Interceſſors we have. 
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of INnDuLGENCES: 33 
is extended wider and wider; through 
whoſe Grace alone their Prayers and 
Good-works are profitable to them- 
felves while on Earth, and become 
beneficial to us whien they are in Glo- 
ry, by means of their Example to us, 
and their Dearneſs and their Applica- 


tions to God in our Behalf, But this 
can no ways be faid to be any Help 


to the infinite Price of our Redempti- 
on, to this Treaſure. infinite in itſelf; 
and ſo infinite as to ſuffer no Help, 
Diminution or. Addition to be made to 
it, Nor does Pope Clement, in reality, 
make the leaſt mention of theſe ſuper- 
abundant Satisfactions being committed 


to St. Peter and his Succeſſors, to be 


applied to the Faithful. And how 
could he when there was no room fon 


it. And when all the ſuperabundant 


aer of the Saints muſt be in- 


tirely ſuperfluous ſince the Plenty of 


Redemption wrought by Chriſt left. 


nothing wanting ? Whereas if the Ad- 


vocates for ſuch: fuperabundance- of 


Satisfaction in the Saints, will have 
the Tfeaſure of Chriſt's Redemption. 


to be increaſed by them, it: muſt con- 
B 5 ſequently 
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ſequently be granted, that they add to 
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ſomething . would have been wanting 
without fuch an Addition. 

| If it be ask'd, what St. Paul means 
1 then, when he ſays to the Colgſſians, 
Il (i. 24.) I accompliſh thoſeThings which 
i are wanting of the Paſſion of Chriſt 


3 —— 
— 


Church; the Queſtion is anſwer'd, if 


Paul, that any thing was really want- 
ng on Chriſt's Side towards our Re- 

emption, yet on our Sides ſomething 
Yin remains wanting to render his Paſ- 


| 

{ uſeful to us; and That is our own Ac- 

i! _ Leptance of, Co-operation with, and 
Application of it. That then which 
ſeems wanting in the Paſſion of Chriſt 
Concerns wholly and only the Mem- 
bers of his myſtical Body the Church, 
who to reap the Benefit of the dear 
invaluable Treaſure of his Death and 

Sufferings, 


the ſaid Treaſure, and in courſe, that 


f 

{it 

11 in my Fleſh for his Body which is the 
| 

; 


de 0 but recollect, that God who 
| created us without us, who redeem'd 


| us without us, will not ſave us without 
I us; and therefore tho? it would be ab- 
j ſurd to gather from the Words of St, 


ſion and plentiful Redemption of us 


hh & 
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Sufferings, muſt apply it to themſelves 


by means of the holy Sacrifices of the 
Altar, and a devout and frequent Re- 
courſe to the holy Sacraments, Indul- 
gences, and other Works of Piety. 
Now ' as we ourſelves are apt to be 
but too tardy and tepid. in. doing this, 
and at beſt defective in our Co- opera- 
tions; the Interceſſion of the Saints is 
ſo far uſeful as to obtain for us the 
Graces which often- times our own Re- 


miſſneſs does not deſerve, and which 


probably would not be granted us, did 
not the Communion of their Prayers 
with ours render our Applications 
more acceptable to the divine Sove- 
reign whoſe Favourites they are. So 
far and no farther are the Prayers and 
Merits of the Saints beneficial to us. 
And therefore though, in regard to our 
own Co-operation, they may be ſaid 
to ſupply what is wanting of the Paſ- 
ſion of Chriſt; ſtill on Chriſt's Side 
there neither is nor can be any thing 
wanting to his Paſſion and plentiful 
Redemption, and conſequently the in- 


can ſuffer no Addition from 


finite Treaſure of his ſacred Merits 


the ſuper- 
abundant 


n red 
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abundant Merits of the Saints. It be- 
ing true of them, as of us poor Pil. 
grims, that of his Fulneſs we have all 
partaten. So that in few Words, what 
is really meant by the Treaſure of the 
Church are the dear ineſtimable Riches 


of Chrift's precious Life, Paſſion, 


Death and Merits left to the Church 
to be diſpenſed to the Faithful accord- 
ing to that ſupernatural Wiſdom with 
which her heavenly Spouſe endow'd 
her, ſometimes for a total Remiſſion 
of the Puniſhment due to Sin, ſome- 
times for Part of the ſame, as ſhe 
ſhalljudge expedient according to God. 
And to the Heap of this Treaſure the 
Merits of the Bleſſed Virgin Mother 
of God, and of all the Ele& from 
firſt to laft are aſſiſting in no other 
Senſe than by ſtrengthening our Co- 
operation, in joining with us, and by 
rendering our Application of that ſa- 
cred Treaſure to our Souls fo much 
the more effectual than it would be, 
if we had not the Aſſiſtance of their 
Examples to ſpur us up to Fervour, 
of their conſtant Interceſſion to render 
our Petitions more acceptable to God, 
who 
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who! is graciouſly pleaſed oftentimes 


to overlook what is offenſive in us, 
in Confideration. of what is amiable 


in theſe our celeftial Solicitors. ſo pre- 
cious in his Sight. 
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CHAP, III. 


Of the Nature of IndvLGzncrs, 
TJoBir EES; GS. 


NIN DUL GENE is a Remiſſion 
of temporal Puniſhment due 
to the divine Juſtice, after the 


Guilt of Sin is pardon'd, iſſuing from 
lawful Authority, by a due Appli- 


cation of the Treaſure of the Church 
to the Faithful, Now to know what 
is the Source of the Authority it ſprings 


from, we are inform'd by St. Bona- 


venture (4. D. 20.) That the ſu- 
% preme Biſhop Succeſſor to St. Peter, 
« being the Vicar of Chriſt upon 
% Earth, and ſovereign Governor of 
ce the univerſal Church, to him be- 
„ longs the Diſpenſation of her ſpiri- 

tual Treaiure, and as he has the 


ry 


oc 


Care of the whole Church, and all 
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«& him appertuins the Power of grantin 
4 perſed over all the World.” 


mity with all Antiquity (Que. 26. Art, 
3.) informs us, that the Pope has a 


« as a King has in his Kingdom. 0. 
& ther Biſhops are called only to a Part 
* of the Paſtoral Sollicitude, as Judges 
« and Magiſtrates are placed over par- 


„ the Pope is over all. And therefore 
it is, that tho” the Pope in his Paſ- 
© toral Letters, calls them his Bre- 
4e thren, yet he calls all the Faithful 
& his Children; and all call and deem 
« him their common Father.“ 
Hence it is that the Power of grant- 
ing Indulgences 1 is limited in other Bi- 
ſhops to their own Dioceſe only, and 
there, within certain Bounds :: As for 


they can grant one Year's Indulgence, 
-but on the Anniverſary only, and in 
other Caſes but forty Days Indulgence. 
The Pope alone has the Plenitude of 
Power 


„ her Children committed to him, to 
4% Indulgences to all the Faithful dil⸗ 
St. Thomas of Aquin alſo in Confor- 


« Plenitude of Power in the Church, 


« ticular Parts of the State; whereas: 


Example, at the Dedication of a Church 


. : 
4.40 


Power to grant Indulgences to the 
whole Body of the Faithful, and. Ple- 
nary ones too. 

What is meant by a PLENARY Ix- 
DULGENCE. is a total Remiſſion of alk 
the Puniſhments due to our Sins, which 
otherwiſe mult be endured either here or 
hereafter. A JUBILEE is only diffe- 
rent from a Plenary Indulgence in this, 
that by the former full Power is 
granted to all approved Prieſts to ab- 
ſolve from Cenſures, and That in Caſes 


even reſerved to the Pope, to exchange 


certain ſimple Vows, Cc. as expreſſed 
in the Pope's Bulls. And the Works 
of Piety required in time of a Jubilee 
towards gaining the Plenary Indulgence 
then granted, are generally greater than 
at other Times. 

By an Indulgence of 4 thouſand, of 
ſeven hundred Years, of one Year, of 
forty Days, nothing more is underſtood, 
than that if the Number and Heinouſ- 
neſs of the Sins we have confeſs'd, been 
abſolved from, and amended, tho? not 
ſufficiently wept or atoned for, ſhould 
deſerve to be puniih'd temporally for all 
or any of the Spaces above-mention'd, 
all 
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If they. deſerved to be puniſh'd longer 


as it is not impollible, that the Sins I. 
have been abſolved from the Guilt of, 


many Years. Penance,. and may even 


Days ſuffering there may prove equi- 
valent to whatever Number of Years, 


of thoſe Pains 3 the Soul in a State of 


40 A fort Explanation. Sep 
all or Part ot that Space of Puniſh» prel 


ment is remitted upon certain Con- fers 
ditions required in lieu of it. So that 


than forty Days, a Year, ſeven hundred, 

or 4-thouſand, All or Part of that Term, 
and. the Puniſhments to be endured in 
it, ſhall be remitted according as ex- 
preſs'd in the Grant. 


But here perhaps ſome one may 8 


may. ſtill, thro* my paſt and preſent 
Remiſſnels to atone for them, de ſerve a 
thouſand Years: Puniſhment, or more 
or leſs, and yet it is impoſſible morally 
ſpeaking, that I ſhould live to do ſo 


: 88 2.8. 2 


die before I gain an Indulgence, muſt 
I then neceſſarily make up that. full 
Term of Years in Purgatory ? No, 
this does not neceſſarily follow. Fir, 
Becauſe a few. Tears, Months, or 


Sc. we can fiiler in this Life, on ac- 
count of the Acerbicy ard Intenſeneſs ' 


Sepa⸗ 


& 
P 
Ke 


ſtance more afflicting than all the Suf- 


of. Im DULGENCES. 4 
Separation from the Body being inex- 
preſſibly more ſenſible to what it ſuf- 
fers than while impriſon'd in and link'd. 
to the Fleſn. Beſides that the being 
then violently detain'd from the bea- 
tifick Vifion, when in a natural Fitneſs: 
for it, and thus violently detain'd from 
ſovereign Joy for the momentary. Fol- 
lies it committed, is alone a Circum-- _ 


ferings which: Time could ſubject it to 
in the Body. + Secondly, Much more, 
becauſe, tho? the Satisfaction due to 
God may render us ſubject torſuch 4 
long. Term of Sufferings in Purgatory, 
yet in Virtue of the Communion. of 
Saints, the Sacrifices, Prayers and 
Good- works of our furviving Bre- 
thren offer'd up to. God for us, who 
can no more merit or atone for our- 
ſelves. but by Suffering, may reſpit, 
ſhorten, and even wholly wipe off our 
Score of Puniſhments,, according as 
the- divine Bounty is pleaſed to accept 
of them thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
the only eſſential, independent Advo- 
cate and Mediator of our Redemption 
and all our Good. 21 115 
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A fhort Explanation 
However upon the whole it 1s nei- 

ther impoſſible nor improbable, that the 

Number and Heinouſneſs of our Sins 
on one hand, and the Slackneſs of 
our Repentance on the other, may 
ſubject us (after being by the means of 
facramental Grace abſolved from the 
Guilt of them) to a thouſand and perhaps 
many more Years Puniſhment and De- 
tention from God after Death, if we 
do not take Care to expiate our Crimes 
in this Life by voluntary Acts of Pe- 
nance and Piety. Again, tho' it be 
true that the . of the Sufferings 


hereafter is inconceivably ſuperior to 


That of a the Sufferings of this World; 
yet one Minute's voluntary ſuffering 


here for the pure Love of God, an 


from an humble penitential Motive of 
appeaſing the divine Juſtice, is far 
more efficacious in itſelf, towards ſa- 
tisfying the offended Majeſty of God, 

than a Year's (nay perhaps 4 thouſand 
Tears) ſuffering by Compulſion. And 
therefore as none of us can know how 
long a Term of Torments, nor how 
ſevere a Series of Puniſhments there 
remains for us to endure, or + 
an 
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and ſince (as daily Experience teaches 


us, People generally fixing their Minds 
and Hearts too much upon the pertſha- 
ble Goods of this Life, which muſt at 


laſt be left behind) it is extreamly 
precarious and doubtful, whether 


our Friends and Brethren will be 


ſo ſollicitous and fervent to pray or 


get us pray'd for after Death, as our 
future Circumſtances might require, 


or our preſent Hopes may conceive; 


it cannot but be on all Accounts the 
ſafeſt for us to make a timely Proviſion 
for ourſelves, to endeavour, e'er we 
make the grand important Paſſage to a 
future State, to clear every Debt due to 
the divine Juſtice, by aſſiduous and 


fervent Acts of Contrition, Prayer, 
Humility, Patience, Penance, the ſure 


means for obtaining Indulgences; in 
Hort, by never giving over a penitenti- 
al bewalling of our Sins but with Life 
itſelf. And yet, alas! how deficient are 
not we All in this particular. But the 
Almighty Beneficence knowing that a 
very great Part of us poor Mortals, by 
reaſon of Age, Weakneſs, Conſtitu- 
tion, Poverty, or other Circumſtances: 
in Life, are little able to faſt long, 
pray 


. * , 


44 A ſhort Explanation | 
pray much, give Alms,, or undergo 
thoſe penitential Auſterities of Abffi- 
nence, Vigils, and other Mortificati- 
ons, which the Saints in Heaven have 
practiced, and many living Saints now 
practice in the Church ; wel knowing; 
this, I ſay, out of an infinite Mercy 
and Commiſeration for our Frailty and 
Infirmity, has bequeathed to the Church 
the ſacred Treaſure of Chrift*s precious 
Life, Sufferings, Death and Merits to 
be diſpenſed to us, as mention'd above; 
in order to ſupply our Wants and De- 
fciences at Times, that. nothing on 
Chriſt's Part might be wanting to bring 
us to him, nothing retard us from his 
bliſsful Prefence. May his holy Name 
be honour'd, bleſt, and ee for 
this Immenſity of Goodneſs, by all. 
Creatures on Earth and in Heaven, for 
ever and ever.. 
There remains ſtill to know, with re- 
gard to the Nature of Indulgences, whe- 
ther the Pope can without juſt Cauſe 
grant, Indulgence ? To reſolve which 
Difficulty, it. muſt be premiſed, that 
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cher of the Effect, which the Grant of 


this Queſtion. may be underſtood ei- 
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of INDULGENCES. 45 
Indulgences naturally produces, name- 
ly a zealous Application of the Faith- 
ful to Acts of Piety in order to gain 
them, or elſe the final Cauſe in the 
Pope's Intention, that is, the Motive 
he has, or Object he aims at in grant- 
ing an Indulgence. Now with regard 
to the former, as the Faithful are ne- 
ceſſarily rouzed by Indulgences to the 
Performance of extraordinary ſupere- 
rogatory Acts of Piety, more than 


they probably would be without them, 
his granting Indulgences in this Senſe 


cannot but be always good. But with 
regard to the latter, fuppoſing it be poſ- 
ſible for the Pope to have any unjuſt 
or ſiniſter Purpoſe to anſwer, he could 
not lawfully procure it by means of 


the Prayers and Good-works of the 


Faithful, any more than he could 
without infinite Abſurdity imagine ſuch 
Means likely to facceed: and conſe- 
quently could not lawfully grant In- 
dulgences for ſuch an End. Beſides 
that, he is not Lord and Maſter of 
this ſacred Treaſure, but Steward and 
Diſpenſer of it. And as St. Paul ſays, 


it is requiſite among the Diſpenſers one 


ſhould 


A ſhort Explanation 
ſhould be found faithful. 
Clement the VIth, and St. Bonaventure 
obſerve, commendable, pious and rea- 
ſonable Motives join'd with Prudence 
and Moderation are required; other- 
wiſe God will not accept of them from 
the Diſpenſer, whatever he may do 
in favour of thoſe to whom they are diſ- 
penſed, and who therefore make ule 
of them bond fide. Tho! it is very pro- 
bable, that God, who has promiſed 
to ſend his holy Spirit to preſide over 
the Government of the Church to the 
End of the World, will never ſuffer 
any of his chief Paſtors, let them be 
ever ſo defective in their private Per- 


ſons, to diſpenſe fo great a ſpiritual | 


Good without a juſt Cauſe. But whe- 
ther they may or may not, it is not the 
Buſineſs of any of us Particulars to ex- 
amine into their Motives, but rather to 
diſpoſe ourſelves in the beſt Manner, 
and with all the Devotion and Fervour 
we are Capable of, in order to gain the 
Indulgences granted : very ſure that 
if we do what is enjoin'd us, and ful- 
fil the Conditions on our Side, God 
who directs us to obey, will not ſuffer 
us 


And as Pope 


penſer of the Riches of his Goodneſs, 


to be deprived of them; and therefore 


the greater our Fervour and pious Diſ- 


politions are, the more certain may 
we be of reaping the Benefit of In- 


dulgences. The Motives for which 
Indulgences ſhould be, and I dare ſay, 
always are granted, are chiefly the 


Glory of God, the common Good, 


and the Neceſlities of the Church, and 
of all the Orders, Degrees and States 


of it, Peace and Concord among 


Chriſtian Princes, the Increaſe of 
Chriſt's holy Faith, the Extinction of 


all Hereſy, Schiſm, and Infidelity, the 


appealing God's Wrath in Time of 
Peſtilence, War, and Famine, for 
which and other ſuch Ends we are ex- 
cited by Indulgences to pray fo much 
the more fervently, 
What is required of the Faithful is a 
pious and punctual Compliance on 


their Side with the Conditions ſpecifi- 


ed in the Grant of the Indulgence, as 
publiſh'd to them. And Theſe con- 
fiſt in certain Good-works; ſuch as. 
a ſincere Repentance firſt and before 

all, 
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us for any ſiniſter Intention in the Diſ- 
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All, a faithful Confeſſion, a devout re- 
.ceiving the holy Euchariſt, fervent 
Prayer for the Improvement of their 
oven Sanctification, accompanied with 
certain Prayers when they viſit the 
Churches or Chapels for obtaining 
the Things and Kang ee in 
the Pope s Grants. 


— TI 


CHAP. IV. 


of the Origin and Antiquity ef | 
5  INDULGENCES, 


F we conſider what is of Faith, 
and a Term of Communion, which 
is that Chriſt left a Power in his 
Church to grant theſe Indulgences ſo 


beneficial to the Faithful, we may tru- 
ly ſay, he is the Author and Origin 


of them, and that no greater Antiqui- 


ty can be deſired. From this Power 


given to St. Pezer and his Succeſlors, 
we may, and that not without Reaſon, 
collect that it was put in Practice by 
our Saviour himſelf, and by his Apo- 
ſtles as Occaſions offer'd. For all that 
our 
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our Bleſſed Saviour and they did and 
preach'd is net recorded in Holy- 
Writ, as St. John in his Goſpel takes 
notice, cap. xxi. ver. 25. 

As to a farther Uſe of this Power, 
and the Antiquity of this Ule, we 
have for ſure Grounds the Authority of 
Popes and general Councils. 
Pope Leo the IIId, Anno 803, in 
the Time of Charles the Great, granted 
various Indulgences. Urban the IId, 


1099, granted the ſame at the De- 
dication of Churches, and to All 


who took up Arms or contributed 


towards the Recovery of the Ho- 


ly Lands. We read that Lewis 


King of France obtain'd from the 
Pope the fame Favours for himſelf, 
and for all thoſe who ſhould viſit the 
Chapel he built for a Repoſitory of 
the holy Relicks, which the Emperor 
of Conſtantinople had made him a Pre- 
ſent of. Calixtus the IId, 1124, Eu- 
genius the IIId, 1153, confirm'd all 
the Grants of their Predeceſſors, which 
made St. Bernard cry out, O happy 
* Generation, in whoſe Time ſuch a 
Plenty of Indulgences is granted! 


C Take 


5B A ſhort Explanation 
< Take up the Banner of the Croſs, ane 
you will obtain an Indulgence, for 
ce whatever you have confeſs'd with a rie 
< contrite Heart.” In the Year 1300, ca 
Boniface the VIIIth, ſolemnized the Ju- oy 
bilee, not as a Thing inſtituted by him- « 
ſelf, but in his Extravagant, or Bull, * 
approves and confirms it as very anci- <« 
ent, a Majoribus acceptum: And that 4 
for every hundred Years. Clement the Y 
VIth, 1343, confirm'd all which was in 
diſpenſed by his Predeceſſors, and re- Jr 
duced the Jubilee to every fiftieth Tear, 
for this Reaſon, viz. if it had remain'd ©! 
fix d to a hundred Years, many Mil- 
lions of Souls would have been de- 3 
prived of ſo great and ſingular a Bene- de 
fit, Man's Life being ſo fhort. For le 
this very Reaſon Paul the IId, 1470, 
reduced it to every twenty fifth Lear, 
which Sixtus the IVth 1484, confirm'd, 
and all their Succeſſors down to us have 
imitated their Example. Nor does | # 
this tie the Hands of ſucceeding Popes 
from granting Jubilees as often as they 
judge expedient for juſt and weighty 
Reaſons, as we have happily ſeen in our 
Days, 
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In the fifteenth, ſixteenth and ſeven- 
teenth Century, and as we have expe- 
rienced in the preſent Age, they be- 
came more frequent. Here I may cry 
cout with St. Bernard, O thrice hap- 
„ py People, to whom ſuch frequent 
,, „ Occaſions are offer'd of obtaining an 
- \7 << entire Remiſſion of Sin and Pu- 
xt 3 Rniſhment from the Hand of God!“ 
e Yet ſhall we hear ſome tepid and 
s -indolent People murmur at frequent 
2- 3 Indulgences, Which if they would give 
r, 2 themſelves time to reflect on with 
d f} a ſerious Thought, they muſt be of 
la different Sentiment, bluſh at their 
e- ſcandalous Talk, and bleſs and a- 
e- dore God's infinite Goodneſs, for 
or leaving ſuch a ſacred Power in his 
o, Church: And they would admire 
r, 33 and praiſe the paternal Clemency of 
d, the Popes, in ſo often diſpenſing the 

ſaid Power. For as the Effect of In- 
dulgences depends upon an exact and 
due Performance of the Conditions re- 
quired, we may be unhappy enough 
not to fulfil them ſo duly at one 
Time, as we might do by God's Grace 
at another, by . with 
4 C 2 A 
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£2 A ſhort Explanation 

a more upright Intention, with more 
Fervour and Devotion to comply with 
them : And ought not a true Senſe of 
our Salvation, of being freed both 
from Sin and Puniſhment move us to 
ſeek and embrace all poſſible Means, 


every Day, to be reconciled to our di- 
vine Maker and Redeemer? At the 
Hour of our Death, we ſhall, I am 
convinced, with Vehemency wiſh for 
them; and God grant of his infinite 
Mercy it may not be too late, when 
that dreadful Hour approaches! Heark- 
en not then to ſuch Railers, nor to 
miſerable Martin Luther and his Fol- 
lowers, who pretend that Sin and its 
Puniſhment are always remitted at the 
ſame Time, by which falſe Doctrine 
they ſtrive to evacuate the Efficacy of 
Indulgences, and perſuade their 1gno- 
rant Pupils that they are nothing but 


ſcurrilous and horrid Expreſſions; 
thoughtleſs (and it is to be fear'd wil- 
fully ſo) of the Examples which the 
Holy Scriptures furniſh us with to the 
contraly in many Places. Beſides the 
8 entail'd 


and as often as they are offer'd, tho 


a human Invention, with other like 
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entai'd Puniſhments upon all Man- 
kind, after original Sin 1s remitted. 
And again what can be more urgent | 
7 againſt them than the Example of Da- il 
vid, and what the Prophet Nathan 10 
ſaid to him, Thy Sins are pardon'd, but 1 
te Child ſhall die, and the Sword ſpalh! 
not depart from thy Honſe? Not but ; 
that according to the Greatneſs and In- 
tenſeneſs of our Sorrow, I am perſuaded, 
thePuniſhment in proportion is remitted, 
tho* not totally, or the whole, as we 
plainly ſee in this royal Prophet, than 
whom no Man cou'd expreſs a greater 
and deeper Sorrow, as appears in his 
[3 Pſalms, And tho? ſtill he was declared 
| a Man according to God's own Heart, 
yet great Puniſhments were inflicted 
upon him as the Prophet Nathan tore- 
told. Let me then, O Chriſtians, ex- 
hort you to implore God's Grace, to 
uſe your beſt Endeavours in Time of 
Indulgences, to obtain this great Mer- 
cy at his all bountiful Hands. Thrice 
happy the Man that gains a Pienary 
Indulgence to be thereby reſtored to 
his baptiſmal Innocence ! 
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A ſhort Explanation 


Now as to Councils on this Head. 
We find the firſt and fourth general 
Councils of Lateran, of Lyons, of Vi- 
enna, of Conftance, of Baſi (tho! in 
other Matters it oppoſed the Pope) all 
approving Indulgences, and their Uſe 
in the preſent Practice, and Senſe of 
the Church; treating of them not as of 
anew Invention, but as what had been 
of a moſt ancient ſtanding. I cite not 
their Words for Brevity fake, and be- 
cauſe their Sentiments are fully expreſ- 
ſed by the venerable Fathers of the 
Council of Trent. SS, 25. in their De- 
cree of Indulgences, which 1s as fol- 
lows. Since the Power of granting 
* Indulgences was given by Chriſt to 
& his Church, and that ſhe has made 
« uſe of this divine Power even in 
© the moſt ancient Times, antiquiſſi- 
% mis etiam lemporibus, the holy Sy- 
© nod teaches, and declares the Uſe 
* of them approved by the Autho- 
* rity of holy Councils to be maxime 

% ſalutarem, molt beneficial to Chriſti- 
% an People, excommunicating all 
«© thoſe who ſay, they are unprofita- 
ble, or deny a Power in the Church 
cc to 
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to grant them. Then providing a- 
gainſt Abuſes, deſires the Biſhops, if 
any ſuch Abuſes ſhould occur, to 
conſult together, and ſend their Senti- 
ments to the Pope, by whoſe Pru- 
dence and Authority a Stop may be 
* put to them, and may be ordain'd 
&© what is moſt proper and expedient 
* for the univerſal Church ; that ſo the 
Gift of holy Indulgences may pi- 
« ouſly, holily, and incorruptibly be 
*« diſpenſed to the Faithful.“ 5 
If it be asked why I do not men- 
tion more ancient Councils, as thoſe of 
Ancira, Neoceſarea, the firſt Council 
of Nice, the fourth of Carthage, Cc. 
as allo St. Cyprian and other ancient 
Fathers? My Reaſon. is, becauſe 1 
think what I have faid ſufficient. And 
moreover tho* what they advance is 
grounded in this ſacred Power of grant- 
ing Indulgences, yet after a diligent 
Peruſal of their Writings, they ſeen 
to ſpeak more particularly of a Recon- 
ciliation to the Church of publick ex- 
communicated Sinners, who either fell 
from their Faith in Time of Perſecu- 
tion, or committed thoſe horrid pub- 
lick Crimes which gave great Scandal 
C4 to 
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to the Faithful, and occaſion of blaſ- 
pheming to the Pagans, For which 
according to the Canons then in Force, 
they were obliged to do ſeven Years 


publick Penance, or ſometimes for a 


longer, ſometimes for a ſhorter Space, 
as their publick Sins deferved. If it 
be again asked, why Indulgences were 
not ſo frequent in the firſt Ages, as 
they have been within theſe ſix or ſe- 
ven hundred Years ? I anſwer, that 
the Popes without all doubt had ſub- 
ſtantial Reaſons why in thoſe primi- 
tive Times they did not make ſo fre- 
quent uſe of this facred Power? But 
ſuppoſe they had not made ufe of 
it at all; does it follow from thence, 
that they had no ſuch Power inveſted 
in them, any more than it could be 
rightly concluded from a Man's per- 
petual Silence in Company, or elſe- 
where, that he has no Power to ſpeak ? 

However for the pious Reader's Sa- 
tisfaction, I will ſet down here ſome 
probable Reaſons for it. Almighty 
God was pleaſed by his Apoſtles, to 
confer on the Faithful many and great 
Gifts, called the CHariſinata, the Holy 
Ghoſt often viſibly deſcended upon 
them 
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them at the Prayers of the Apoſtles. 


The precious Blood of Chriſt being 
freſh in their Minds, their Hearts 


burning with his divine Love, and an 


ardent Deſire to attain to that Per- 
fection which Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
preach'd up to them, they became 


ſo conſtant in Faith, ſo firm in Grace 


for the moſt part, that Satan with all 
his Wiles and Stratagems could not 
find any Entrance into their Hearts. 
Several even were ſo inflamed by 
theſe celeſtial Sparks, that they wil- 
lingly and chearfully offer'd themſelves 
to Martyrdom. And if Any were 
ſo unhappy as to offend their divine 


| Redeemer, they ſoon wiped off the 


Guilt and Puniſhment by their extreme 
Sorrow and humble Confeſſion; by 
fervent Prayer, by continual Works 
of Charity and Piety towards their 
diſtreſs'd Neighbours, by ſuffering 
with an Evangelical Patience for his 
lake all manner of Afflictions, Loſles, 
Injuries and Perſecutions. And thoſe 
who fell into the publick Enormities 
mention'd above, for the greateſt part 
humbly ſubmitted themſelves to the 

VV 


1 Explanation 


Severity of the penitential Canons 
tho' now and then, and as St. Cyprian 
thought, too often, begg'd off by the 
Holy Martyrs, 

Beſides, in that Time of Paganiſm, 
there was. a moſt ardent Zeal: both in 
the Prelates and People for a ſtrict Ob- 
ſervance of the Diſcipline and peni- 

tential Laws of the Church. Hence, 
whilſt this Zeal, Charity. and Piety 
laſted, there ſeem'd to be no Neceſſity 
for ſo frequent Indulgences. For what 
Neceſſity to open a Treaſury, when 
the People abound with Riches, and: 


all Neceſſaries ?- Fhis is reſerved for 


them when preſs'd with Want. 
But in following Ages, when this. 


Spirit of Zeal and Piety began to re- 


lent, Charity grew cold, and Malice 
abounded, nothing ſeem'd more expe- 


dient to put a Stop. to the Torrent of 


growing Evils, than to uſe all poſſible 
ſpiritual Means to draw unthinking 


Sinners to a Senſe of their deplorable 


State, to move and invite them with 
Lenity to a ſincere Repentance, by 


liberally and frequently lay ing before 


and offering them theſe celeſtial Trea- 
ſures 
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of Trent calls 


1 I have of- 
hem) bein nothing leſs, as 
2 54 dan the infinite price of our 


e rot pip een of the 


wo the Guilt,. 0) 
2 hy ion and ſincere Confeſſes. 
true therefore with 
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60 Abort Explanation 
greater Perdition? I maſt here add, 
chat by upwards of forty Years Expe- 
rience, I have known many liabitua} 
Sinners, in Time of Indulgences, ſin- 
erely converted to God, and never 
return'd to their Vomit, but perſevered 
in a holy Life till their happy 
Exit; and who oſten publickly declar- 
ed they ſhould never have thought 
of quitting their ſinful State, had not 
theſe Times of Indulgences, and the 
Piety they remark'd in others at theſe 
Times cauſed in them ſerious Thoughts 
of their deplorable Condition, and 
ſpurr'd them on to Repentance, in 
hopes of participating of ſo great a 

Benefit with their Fellow-Chriſtiaus. 
Jam ſenſible this may be taken as a 
Stumbiing- block by ſome, but are not 
other Articles of our holy Faith, and 
other pious Practices of the Church 
taken to? Can any Perſon wonder at. 
this? When our adorable Maſter's 
beſt Actions, his ſacred Miracles and 
Death for us could not eſcape the blaſ- 
phemous Tongues of the Fews, and 
Gentiles, and chey Wart as the Apoſtle 
telle 


of In Dpurdkxezs. br 


tells us, a Scandal to the Former, and 
looked on as a Folly by the Latter. * 

Moreover let us ſeriouſly reflect how 4 
many ways and ſecret Methods our IN, 
” finitely merciful God makes uſe of, be- 1 

ſides his Threats, promiſing Rewards, = 
and a total Oblivion of all paſt Oifen- 

ces, to draw ſinful Man to Repentance 
and a new Life. With what Longa- 
nimity does not his Goodneſs exp=ct 
their Converſion, often furniſhing them 
with internal and external Graces for 
this End? Yet how many milerable 
Souls out of a criminal Preſumption 
and Perverſeneſs of Heart go on in 
their Sins till they are quite harden'd, 
and drink Iniquity like Water. But re- 
member God never abandons us, till 
we firſt abandon him, and even in our 
| moſt criminal Exceſſes often affords his 
; holy Grace to check us in them, and 
wean us from them. Now who but 
a2 Monſter like an Atheiſt, (if there 
be ſuch a one in Nature) dares blame 
the Almighty for this infinitely merci- 
ful Oeconomy in regard to wicked un- 
grateful Creatures as we are? And il 


his Vicegerents upon Earth endeavour 
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to imitate his ſo boundleſs Mercy and 
Clemency in the Uſe of that Power 
he has ſo graciouſly been pleaſed to 
commiſſion them with, in inviting and 
encouraging, tho' ever ſo often, un- 
happy Sinners to return to their God, 
a God of all Mercy and Conſolation; 
with what Juſtice can they be injuri- 


ouſly aſpers'd and cry'd out againſt, as 


encouraging Sin? 


—— 


HA. 
Some Prejudicial Notions concerns 
ing INDULGENCES confuted, 


HAVE read in Proteſtant Books, 


and often heard in Proteſtant Con- 


verſation, that the Popes, Biſhops. 
and Prieſts ſell Indulgences, and the 


Faithful buy them. As alſo that they 


are meer plous Frauds invented to 
enrich the Pope and Clergy, and to. 
ſupply their Kitchins with Painties. 


Nay that they are a Leave to commit 
Sin, and a Pardon for Sins to come. 


A modern Proteſtant puſhes the Ca- 
lumny 
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lumny yet farther, and boldly aſſures 
his ignorant Pupils, that they are the 
worſt of Cheats, and abominable In- 
juries to Chriſt; and: Chriſtians. But 
how falſe and groundleſs theſe Aſper- 
ſions are, this ſhort Expofition of the \ 
Nature, Origin, and Effects of In- 1 
dulgences, and of the conſtant Do- 
trine of the Church on the Subject 
is, in my humble Opinion, ſufficient to 
convince any unbiaſs'd Perlon. Nay 
let them inſpect the Bulls of the Popes,, 
and they'll. find the reverſe. 

It may be laid down as a certain 
Truth, that all Popes, Biſhops and 
Prieſts lie under the ſtricteſt Obliga- 
tion to ſtand up like St. Paul againſt. 
all vicious, perverſe, erroneous, or 
even new-fangled Doctrines, and Prac- 
tices, which ſhall. creep into the- 
Church of God, as they crept e- 
ven in the Apoſtles Time, thro? the: 
Craft and Pride of ſelf-conceited Men, 
of whom St. Paul highly complains, 
Is it not then in the higheſt Degree in- 
credible, that for ſo many Ages a- 
mongſt thouſands and thouſands of ho- 
ly, learned, irreproachable Biſhops and 

25 
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Prieſts, not one ſhould have been 
found ſenſible of this great Obligation, 


or have had Courage to oppoſe and ex- 
poſe ſuch wicked ſymoniacal Cheats, and 
horrid Doctrines, as Indulgences, if they 
really had been ſuch ; eſpecially too, 
fince they were obliged ſo to do under 
Pain of Damnation ? They always did 
in all Ages, as all Hiſtories bear Wit- 


neſs, whenever, and as ſoon as the ve- 


nomous Serpent of falſe Doctrines and 


Novelties began to peep out, and ſhew 
its Head, reſiſt it at every Hazard. 
If it be alledged, they were Parties 
concern'd in theſe Cheats, and there- 


fore would neither ſpeak nor write a- 


gainſt them: Such a ridiculous Re- 
ply may have Weight with Fools and 
Children, but cannot be admitted by 
any Man of Senſe. Moreover is it not 
moſt ſurpriſing (if Indulgences were ve- 
nal, as Malice gives out) that amongſt 
all the Catholick Kings, Princes, Ma- 
giſtrates and other Laity of all Ranks, 
and whoſe Pockets and Intereſts were and 
are nearly and really concern'd, no one 
ſingle Perſon ſhould be found to ex- 

pole and oppoſe a Fraud ſo degrading 
| 9 
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be ſo lull'd aſleep, ſo blinded, as not 


to be able to detect ſuch a palpable ſi- 


moniacal Impoſture, ſuch a diabolical 


Cheat, as that would be, which is laid 


to the Church's Charge? 


All which impartially conſider'd 


makes up a convincing Argument that 
the above-mention'd Proteſtant Aſſer- 
tions are downright Falſhood and Ca- 


2 lumny, unjuſtly laid upon fo venerable 
27 and illuſtrious a Body of Catholicks diſ- 


4 perſed over all the World. 


It is true that Popes have granted 
Indulgences to thoſe who went to the 


holy Wars, or Who contributed their 
Charities to others for the ſame Pur- 
poſe, when they went not themſelves, 


and to thoſe who employ'd their Ri- 


ches in building of Churches and Hoſ- 
pitals for the Sick, Lame and Blind. 
# Nay ſometimes, and particularly in 
Jubilees, they require as a Condition, 
that Alms be given to the poor and 
diſtreſſed (not to the Popes, Biſhops, 
or Prieſts) as Piety ſhall ſuggeſt to 


them. But can any thing in this kind 


be called buying and felling ? Will 
this 


to common Senſe : But that all ſhould 
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this fill the Pope's and Clergy's Cof- 
fers with Riches, and their Kitchins 
with Opulence ? What Cheat can there 
be in this, or in what the Popes re- 
quire, and the Faithful are to perform, 
(as explain*d above) for an effectuab 
gaining them? How can it be calPd 
an abominable Injury to Chrift and 
Chriſtians, when only tending to his 


Glory, to the Relief of our Fellow-- 


Creatures, to a more ſpeedy Reconcili- 


ation of poor miſerable Sinners to their 


God and divine Redeemer, and conſe- 


quently to a penfect Sanctification of 
their Souls ? The holy Scriptures are 


profuſe in the Commendation of Alms- 
deeds ; and aſſure us they blot out a 
Multitude of Sins; it cannot then but 
be eſteem'd the beft of Actions to a- 
nimate Chriſtians to ſo great a Work, 
and to the many Acts of Virtue and 
Chriſtian Piety mention'd before, and 
repeated below. All which is done by 
opening the ſpiritual Treaſure of the 
Church, when Indulgences are granted. 


Let our moderate Adverſaries weigh 


with the Weights of the Sanctuary 
what 
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what has been ſaid, and then judge 
between themſelves and Catholicks. 

If ever Abuſes crept in in this Re- 
gard, the holy Church always took. 
ſpecial Care to redreſs them, and pu 
niſh the Delinquents, as appears by 


her Laws in ſeveral Councils. But. 


what Argument. can. be drawn from: 
ſome Perſons prophaning this or that: 
holy thing to prove that the Thing it- 
ſelf is not Holy ? What Nature ordain- 
ed for Man's Uſe and Benefit is fre- 
quently abuſed ;. ought we therefore to 
condemn and caſt it off? At this rate 
we muſt have a Contempt for the moſt: 
ſacred Myſteries of our Faith, becauſe: 
ſome have abuſed them, and do abuſe 
them: we muſt neither eat nor drink, 
becauſe we daily ſee ſuch: monſtrovs- 
beaſtly Abuſes and Exceſſes commit - 
ted therein, We muſt lay aſide the 
Fountains of Life the holy. Scriptures, 

becauſe we ſee them daily prophanely 
abuſed, and turn'd to the worſt of 


Senſes. People may as well ery out 


againſt the Sun, Moon, Stars, Sc. 
becauſe ſenſeleſs Men have n them 
as their Gods, Let us then ſet the 

Saddle. 
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68 A ſhort Explanation 
Saddle upon the right Horſe, and 
condemn the Abuſers, not the things 
abuſed ; Man's perverſe Will, not what 


eternal and temporal good. Let them 
_ conſider well of it, who are pleaſed to 
make themſelves merry (to ſay no more) 
with Indulgences at the expence of 


Truth. 


tlemen, if it would not be a truly happy 
Day, could we fee all the looſe People 
in England inftead of going in crowds 
to vain Spectacles, Riots, Sc. join 


felves at the feet of God's Miniſters, 


Ji them with a true Hatred andAverſton for 
I their paſt Sins, and that for the Love of 


their great good God and adorable Re- 
deemer alone, making firm Reſolutions 
by his holy Grace never to fall into the 
ſame again, to forſake and intirely 
abandon the occaſions of their woful 
Fall, to make all the Satisfaction poſſi- 
ble to thoſe they have injured either in 
Perſon, Goods, or Reputation, and 
fervently begging the Almighty to tl 
13 


Was ordain's by God and Nature for his 


I would willingly know of theſe Gen- 


with the devouter Chriſtians, caſt them- 


(l confeſs their Crimes before God and 
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of IN DULGENCES. 69 
his Indignation from themſelves as well 
as from their fellow Chriſtians. Would 
it not be a raviſhing as well as an un- 
common Sight here, to ſee them all 
go with theſe holy Dilpoſitions to re- 
ceive the holy Sacraments, to pray 
jointly with Fervour and Devotion for 
the common Concerns of Chriſtianity, 
and other important Bleſſings? All 
which are perform'd by Catholicks in 
time of Indulgences. What Joy, I fay, 
muſt it not cauſe in all who have the 
leaſt Sparkle of Religion left in them, to 
ſee the whole Chriſtian World like them 
proſtrate itſelf before the Throne of 
Grace, and by ſuch Piety and Devotion 
endeavour to aſſuage his juſt Wrath 
againſt themſeives and their fellow Crea- 


tures? It then they ſeriouſly and with 


an impartial Eye will reflect on this, 


and give themſelves time moderately 


and maturely to conſider of it, it is to 


be hoped, they will conceive better No- 


ons of Indulgences, and of the holy 
Practices of the Church, which has no- 


thing elſe at Heart in granting Indul- 


gences, than God's Glory and the Sal- 
vation of Souls by thus putting a check, 


check, 


*% A fhort Explanation 
check, as much as poſſible, to the 
Innundation of Vice, which overflows 
the Bulk of the People in theſe unhappy FT - 
Kingdoms, for want of the like means 
to recur to. 4 


8 H A | P. . 
Concerning INDULGENCES for the 
| DEA. 


— 


S it is an Article of Faith that 
A there is a third Place, calPd by | 
| Catholicks Purgatory, in which! 
the Souls of the Faithful, who departed | 
this Life in venial Sins not repented of 
(which may happen -either for want of 
Reflection, or by a ſudden Death, Sc. 
and has, it is to be fear*d too, too lden 
happen'd) or who after a true Repen- 
ſit tance for theſe and all mortal Sins, have 
1 not had time during their Lives to ſa- 
tisfy for and expiate, the remaining Pu- 
niſhments due to the divine Juſtice for 

| them, by worthy Fruits of Penance, So 
| alſo-our Faith teaches us, that the holy 
Sacrifices of the Altar, that Indul- 


gences, and the Suffrages of the 2 5 
0 
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i 80 more or leſs contribute to the Dimi- 
nution of or total releaſment from their 
1 purging Torments, as it ſhall pleaſe 
* the divine Bounty to accept of them. 
St. Chryſoſtom look d upon the pious 
Ciuſtom of praying for the Dead as truly 
; Apoſtolical, laying in his third Hom. 
in Epiſt. ad Phil. The Apoſtles did 
* not in vain command theſe things, 
cc that in the venerable and dreadful 
„ Myſteries the Dead ſhould be re- 
„ member'd. For they knew they would 
„ (erive a conſiderable advantage from 
6c jt,” St. Cyril of Alexandria confirms 
our Faith in this Point by the holy Prac- 
tice of it in his Days, laſtly /ays he, We 
- | © pray for all that die amongſt us: 
thinking it to be the greateſt Help 
(„ that can be to their Souls to have the 

Holy and Dreadful Sacrifice of the 
* Altar offer'd in Supplication for 
< them.” Cat. Myſtag. 5. 

The word Suffrage is taken in two 
'Senſes, viz. either for a Vote or Conſent 
at Elections, or for à Help and Succour: 
in this laſt it is taken here, and often ſo 
by the Church. The Suffrages of the 
Living for the Dead, are chiefly and 


generally 
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generally accounted the holy Sacri- 
fice of the Maſs, Indulgences, Almſ- 
deeds, Prayer and Faſting. PE 
As the Dead are not ſubject to the 
Church, but lie under Sentence of 
God's rigorous Juſtice, the Popes do not 
apply Indulgences to them by way of 
Abſolution, as they do to the Living, 
but by way of Suffrage ; offering to the 
eternal Father, as Creditor, the infinite 
Riches of his beloved Son's moſt bitter 
Death and Paſſion for the Relief and Re- 
leaſment of the Debts thoſe poor afflicted 7 


Souls contracted when alive, and for hy” << 
which they are detain'd in thoſe purging 7 © 
Tortures : And this by the Power of tage 
Keys to which it belongs to open Hea- 
ven Gates, removing as much as in them by 
lies, what Obſtacles may hinder their 8 
entrance there; of which in regard to ce 
the Faithful departed, Puniſhment is c 
e 


Oné. 
St. Bonnaventure's Words on this 


Head are very remarkable. In 4. Dif. 
aultim. de ud.“ Some are of the 
«© Triumphant Church, over whom 
<* the Pope has no power either to judge 


e or help them, Some are of the Mi— 
e litant 
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« litant Chruch, over whom he has 
% power both to judge and help them. 
« Some are in a middle State, who are 
already judged by the Almighty, and 
Lare in a ſuffering Condition: Over 
„ Theſe he has no Power to judge; 
e but has a Power to help them, be- 
„ cauſe while they lived, they de- 
e ſerved to be help'd after Death.“ I 
cannot here omit the Words of the 
great St. Augustin in his Enchiridion, 
which are as follow. It cannot be 
denied, but that the Faithful de- 
> © parted are relieved by the Piety of 
their living Friends, - when the Sa- 
crifice of the Altar is offer'd for 
them, or Almſdeeds are given to the 
Poor for this End : But they only 
profit Thoſe, who, while they lived, 
2 © deſerved that theſe ſhould be a Help 
to them when dead. For Them 
who are very good, they are a 
Thankſgiving ; for Them who are 
not very bad, they are Propitiations; 
and tho' they cannot help Them, 
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<< beneficial, they are fo far beneficial, f EE 
that they are either a full Remiſſi- Þ 4 . 

*© on, or their Condemnation 1s made 4 n 
«© more tolerable.” So true it is that 
Almighty God will never let go un 
rewarded whatever is done with true 
Sentiments of Piety and Pity to our 
diſtreſsd Neighbours, and eſpecially 
for our dear Friends and fellow Chriſ- 
tians departed, who can no more help 
and affiſt themſelves. And This being 
of the higheſt Kind of Charity, will 
be caſt into the Balance, to weigh 

down even the heavy Burden of our 
own Sins. At the fame time the 

Words of theſe holy Men, Chriſtian 

Readers, deſerve your moſt ſerious At- 
tention, and cannot but move every 
pious Soul to uſe his beſt Endeavours 
to lead a true Chriſtian Life, and often, 
according to his Abilities, to help his 
deceaſed Friends and Neighbours by |: 
the Suffrages mention'd, that ſo hjge 
may avoid thoſe purging Torments, 
or at leaſt deſerve, if unhappily he 
ſhould die indebted to the divine Juſ- 
tice, to be help'd by his ſurviving 
Friends. For it will be meaſured to us 
as 
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eternal Manfions of Bliſs, 
mindful of thoſe, who ſuccour'd them 
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-25 we have meaſured to others: And 
the Goodneſs of God is fo great, that he 
never lets fall to the Ground, ſuch pious 
Acts of Commileration : Which as ma- 


ny have experienced in their Life time, 
ſo will all, who practiſe them experi- 
ence after their Deaths, when he will 
raiſe them Friends towards their particu- 


lar Succour, as he did when living, be- 


ſides the common Suffrages daily offe- 
red for all the Faithful departed thro' 
the whole Church. Neither can we think 
but that theſe Souls when freed from 
their Torments and received into the 


* 


will be 


here below: Almighty God giving 
them a Knowledge of their charitable 
Friends. In ſhort, as the Souls in Purga- 
ny are in the way to eternal Happi- 
neſs, and by Charity are agreeable to 
God and Members of Chiilt, they lay 
Juſt claim to a part in the Communion 
of Saints expreſt in the Apoſtles. 
Creed. 

It is not reveaFd That this or That 
Soul departs, or departed, in the State 
of Grace, and God's Friendſhip. Nor, 

D 2 if 
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if They did (as we may hope they did 
according to the Lives they led) is it 
revea!'d,” what Torments in particular; 
for how long a time they are to ſuffer; 
or whether, and when the Almighty is 
pleaſed to accept of the Suffrages and 
Indulgences offer'd for them. This is 
eſpecially true with regard to Thoſe, 
who render'd themſelves unworthy of 
them in their Life time, thro' a ſupine 
neglect of gaining them, or by ſhuting 
up the Bowels of Mercy to their de- 
parted ſuffering Friends. Hence it is 
that the Holy Church, by pious Im- 
portunities at the Throne -of Mercy, 
often multiplies Indulgences, and re- 
peats the holy Sacrifices, and other 
Suffrages for the Dead, with grounded 


to obtain at laſt the deſired Effect for 
thoſe ſuffering Souls. _ 
Buy all which we are taught to fear 
the juſt Judgments of God ; to watch 
and pray, to offer.up, and aſſiſt at the 
dreadful Sacrifice of the Altar; and to do 
other Good-works, that we may ſo pro- 
vide for ourſelves, as either to eſcape 
+; thoſe Torments, or be worthy to be 
. aſſiſted 
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aſſiſted by our ſurviving Friends ; that 
we may not be obliged, according to 
the rigour of divine Juſtice, to pay our 
Debts. to the laſt Farthing in thoſe 
PrgiNg Flames. 


© HAP, VIL 
Conclujion of the M. bole. 


A © conclude then; I. Gall only 

' obſerve that, for fear we ſhould 
not have thoſe neceſſary Diſpo- 

ſitions in the performance of What is 
required to gain Indulgences, it highly 


behoves us, and every good Chriſtian, 


viho ſi ncerely loves God and his owir | 
Soul, to endeavour to ſupply all Defects 
of this kind, by impoſing upon ourſ-lves 

ſome voluntary Penance, as devoutly 
hearing Muſs whenever our Station 
will permit; or, at lcaſt, daily offering 
to the Honour and Glory of Almighty 
God all the Sacrifices which will be ce- 
tebrated thro* the whole Church. And 


That may be done, Firft, in acknow- 


ledgment of his ſupreme Excellency and 
Dominion over us as to Life and Death: 
5 D 3 Secondiyv, 
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Secondly, in Thankſgiving for the daily 
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Graces and Benefits his moſt gracious 


Bounty beſtows upon us: Thirdly, in 


Satisfaction for all. our Sins and Ingra- 
ditude: Fourtbly, that by theſe holy Sa- 
erifices of the immaculate Lamb our 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriſt ; (offer*d 


ſor us to his eternal Father, in remem- 


brance of his bitter Death and Paſſion) 


we may obtain full Pardon of them 
and of the Puniſhments due to them, 


with a new ſupply. of Graces from his 


tacred Hands to-ftniſh our Days in his 
Love and Service. And ſuch ought to 
be our Intentions whenever we hear 
Maſs, that is we ought to offer it to 
the Almighty for the Ends mention'd, 
as the Prieſt always does before he ap- 

proaches the Altar ;. only with this Dif- 
ference, that He offers it up for all 
the Faithful Living and Dead, tho? he, 
at the ſame time, often applies it to par- 
ticular Perſons, when deſired. If all Ca- 


tholicks made theſe Intentions, at hear- 


ing Maſs; I am perſuaded they would. 
be more attentive at the holy Sacrifice, 
and be aſhamed of converſing with, 


and complimenting, one-another ; of 


caſting 
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their Eyes ſo much about, and 
m more what Ochers are doing 
chan The) themſelves, to the diſtracking. 
of their Neighbours, and really and 
0 0 fully diſtracting, 


truly at the Bottom wil 
themſelves, with no ſmall Diſedification 
to All who Arc about them. 
able 


Leight to the E ae 
Alms do che 


Exerciſes mention d, are 
Poor according t Fach-onc's Circum- 
b 3 for We know, the Widow's 
i \. Ano- 


8 AA fhort Explanation 


and idle Chriſtians, deprive themſelves 


of ſo ineſtimable Fruits and loſe the 
Merit of ſo many good Actions either 
out of Lazineſs, or by wilful Neglect 
of this morning Oblation? What muſt 
they not expect to ſuffer here and here- 

after, tor the Contempt of ſuch good 
Actions: All which may be perform'd 


in a ſew Minutes: While they make 
no difficulty te ſpend whole Days, 


Weeks (nay perhaps Years) in idle Em- 


ployments, vain Amuſements, and 
other Diſſipations, as Plays, and Fairs, 


with eager Ears and Eyes, hearing and 
ſeeing oftentimes the moſt ſenſleſs, ufe- 


leſs Impertinences Hell can invent to 


corrupt youthful Minds and innocent 
Hearts? How will they anſwer the 
ſquandering away their Subſtance, while 
their Families are groaning at Home 
under Diſtreſs; and their indigent Fel- 
low-Chriſtians periſhing for want of 
Neceſſaries? O that Chriſtians would but 
conſider what a ſevere Account the 
muſt one Day give to the living God, 
of all This! 
Vain is it, and the higheſt of Folly, 
to | plead their Youth, and that hen 
ſhall 
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ſhall, after they have given full Scope 
to their Paſſions, have time enough to 
think to the Purpoſe. O unhappy Souls 
whoſe Thoughts are fill'd with ſuch cri- 
minal preſumptuous Notions! Can 
they promiſe themſelves one Moment 
of Lite? Does not daily moſt fatal Ex- 
perience ſhew to them Many ( and, 
perhaps, Some of their Aide Com- 
panions) cut off in the very Flower of 
their Age by a juſt Judgment of the 
Almighty ; and deprived of thoſe ſa- 
cred Remedies, he was pleaſed to leave 
in his holy Church for a perfect Cure of 
their ulcerated Souls? O terrible Ca- 
taſtrophe; which cannot but ſtrike 
with fear and trembling every thinking 
Man! An eternity of Miſery muſt be 
the fatal Conſequence of it. This Con- 
fequence however we may eaſily avoid 
by the aſſiſtance of God's Grace offer'd 
to us: And Millions of Saints have a- 
voided it by the aſſiſtance of that Grace. 
What Madnels then and Inconſidera— 
tion to lay our Damnation upon God? 
Nay, what Folly to lay it even upon 
the Devil ? The Devil can tempt 15 
indeed, and does all he can to ſeduco 
2 5 ; us: 


| 
| 
{ 
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us: But all the Devils in the Abyſs cans 


not force us to: ſin, or to damn our- 


ſelves. It is our own perverſe Will, 
which is the real Cauſe of our Dam- 
nation. By this it is we freely and wil- 
lingly confent to his infernal Suggeſti- 
ons, and to the Corruption of Nature. 
By this it is we deipiſe God's merciful 
Calls and the Graces he gives us to en- 
able us to conquer all his infernal Le- 
gions. For the Love then with which 
you tender your precious and immor- 
tal Souls, think well on this, Dear 
Chriſtians. An Eternity of Happineſs 
ſurely  deferves fomething from our 
hands to put in balance againſt the 
Weight of our Crimes. 
Loet us withal remember, that nei- 
ther old Age, nor Weakneſs of Body, 
Sc. can exempt us from making uſe 


of ſome of the eaſy means I firſt men- 


tion'd, (and ſhall mention farther in 
the Sequel of this) for the Sanctifica- 
tion of our Souls, and conſtant Thankſ- 
giving to the Almighty for all his 
Mercies to us. What can be more 
pleaſing to him than an entire Reſig- 
nation to his bleſſed Will in all our 

Afflictions, 
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Afflictions, Pains and Perſecutions ? 
How chearful ought we not to be in 
adoring the Hand which chaſtiſes us; 
his Hand who permits nothing to be- 
fall us but what tends moſt to his Glory, 
and our Salvation ? How aſliduous 
ſhould we not be in moſt humbly be- 
feeching him to ſanctify them all to 
us? How fervent in uniting them to 
thoſe of our expiring Lord Jeſus upon 
the Croſs : In this we ſhowd find true 
Happineſs here below amidſt all our 
Tribulations. And this need not coſt 
us much Time or Labour: It requires 
only the lifting up our Hearts to God. 
So ealy a thing it is to make ourſelves 
happy for Time and for Eternity, if 
we will. On the reverſe, what can be 
more diſpleaſing to God than for Chriſ- 
tians in their Tribulations to fall into 
blaſphemous Expreſſions too too fre- 
quent in our Days? ſuch, as I cannot 
„bear this: God lays upon me more 
+ than Fleſhand Bloods able to bear?“ 
and ſuch like. Surely they who uſe 
ſuch horrid Expreſſions do not reflect 
what a Sin of Impatience they com- 
mit; 
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mit; that they loſe the Merit of their 
Sufferings; are often the Occaſion of 
other People's finning z and, what is 
moſt abominable, accuſe God of Ty- 
ranny, whofe boundleſs Goodneſs ne- 
ver permits us to be tempted above 
our Strength, but the Moment he per- 
mits any Misfortunes to befall us, 
turniſhes us with all ſufficient Graces 
to overcome and bear them with a 
Chriſt ian Patience. It is not then, that 
we cannot; the Truth is, we will not 
endure any thing, but give full Sway to 
our natural Paſſions, and wilfully make 
ourſelves unhappy, rather than cry 
out amidſt the Bitterneſs of our. Pains 


feſus, Jeſus, be to me a Jeſus, a true 
* Saviour, and ſtrengthen me to under- 


© eo what I he under, and ten thouſand 
« times more for thy Love and Sake, 
-< who ſuferedit fo much and diedit on 
{© the Croſs for my ſake. I humbly ac- 
© knowledge that my Sins deſerve in- 
* finitely more than what I now ſuffer.” 

To render then all J have ſaid more 
uſeful by Practice, I recommend to all 
Chriſtians the having frequent, nay 


daily 


e 
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daily Recourſe to ſuch like Aſpirations, 
and to Acts of Faith, Hope, Charity 


and Contrition; which, as they have 
an immediate Reference to God alone, 
will prove extraordinarily beneficial to 
them, by drawing down his eee, 
ppon them. 


An 455 of Divine FAITH. 


LORD! I believe in Thee, I 
believe all the Myſteries of thy 
Faith, tho' far tranſcending all human 
Comprehenſion: And That becauſe thou 
haſt revealed them, who art Truth 
itſelf, and neither canſt deceive us by 


reaſon of thy infinite Goodneſs, nor be 


deceived by reaſon of thy all. ſeeing 


Wiſdom. 


An Adi of Divine Hop E. 
GRACIOUS Sovereign! be- 


cauſe thy Mercies are above all 

thy Works, notwithſtanding the Hej- 
nouſneſs and Number of my Sins, 1 
put my whole Truſt and Confidence 
in 
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in thee alone, and in thy fact Pro- 
miſes with full hopes of Parac:., tor 


my paſt Offences, thro* the precious 


Merits and Paſſion of my amiable 
Redeemer : For thou-ſay*{t whenever a 
Sinner ſincerely converts himſelf to 
thee, thou will convert thyſelf to him, 


and his Sins ſhall become white as 


Snow. O bounteons! O merciſul! 
O adorable Saying to poor Sinners! 
O moſt inviting and comfortable Say- 


ing of an infinite offended Majeſty E 


Truly may we cry Cut ---- ho is like 


do the Lord God of Hoſts among the 


Kings of the Earth? << 
An Act of Divine Love, 


Q M 0 ST gracious and beuncifal 
God! I love thee above all things, 
with all my Heart, with all my Mind, 
with my whole Power, with all the 
Strength and Forces of my Soul ; and 
That purely becauſe thou art infinitely 
good in * 


An 
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An Ad of ConTRITION or Per- 
fe SOR ROW. 


\ G OD of my Heart, and 1 all 

Comfort! O merciful Jeſus, my 
adorable Redeemer ! My Iniquities are 
fo great and numberleſs, that I am al- 
together aſhamed to ask any Favour at 
thy ſacred Hands, and ſo confounded 
at the Sight of them, that I ſhould ſink 
under the Burden of them into-an A- 
byſs of Deſpair ; if thou didſt not by 
thy royal Prophet aſſure me, that thy 
Mercies are ſo much above the Sins 
of Men, that thou wilt not deſpiſe 
an humble and contrite Heart; and 
didſt not thou for my greater Security 
and Comfort, declare that thou comeſt 
not to call the Juſt but Sinners to 
Repentance, and that even the Angels 
in Heaven rejoice at their Converſion 
to Thee. Upon this ſecure and ſolid 
Foundation in the Bitterneſs of my Soul, 
I caſt myſelf at thy divine Feet, with 
the Magdalen. Grant, O ſweet Jeſus 
that, as I have been ſo unfortunate as 


0 
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to imitate her in her ſinful! State, my 


Love for thee and Sorrow for my 


Crimes may equalize her's, and that 


T may follow her penitential Steps 
and Fervour to the End of my Days. 
Here, O Lord, I deteſt and exe- 


_ crate all my paſt Offences mortal and 


venial, and from the very Inmoſt of 
my Soul am ſorry for whatever, and 
in whatever manner, I have ſinn'd by 
Commiſſion or Omiſſion, in Thought, 
Word or Deed, againſt thy divine Ma- 
jeſty, my Neighbour or myſelf, from 
the uſe of Reaſon to this Moment. 
I am, ſweet Jeſus, ſincerely grieved for 
them; and That not for the Fear of Hell, 
which I have ſo often juſtly deſerved, 

but purely for the Love of Thee, my 


God and my All; purely becauſe thou 


art infinitely good. And this thy infinite 
Goodnels is and always ſhall be, thro' 
thy holy Grace, the only Motive of 

my Love for Thee, and Sorrow for my 
Sing. For this Goodneſs thou art wor- 
thy of all Glory, Adoration, Bliſs and 
Praiſe from all Creatures. And for 
his I do and will adore, bleſs, mag- 


nify, 
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nify, praiſe and glorify thy holy Name 
to my laſt Breath, O amiable and 
| ſweet Saviour! Help me to perform 
theſe holy Acts according to thy holy. 
Will and Pleaſure, that chereby 1* 
may be worthy to partake of the ſa- 
cred Treaſure diſpenſed to me at this 
holy Time of Induigence, and effica- 
ciouſly put in Execution the firm Re- 
ſolutions I have made by thy holy 
Grace to avoid Sin, and ſo quit intire- 
ly all Occaſions which may any ways 
induce me again to it. Grant this, 
O dear adorable Saviour! for thy own. 
Love and fake, as out of thy gracious 
Bounty thou ſo. earneſtly tendereft my 
poor Souls Salvation... | 


Theſe fach like pious Acts may 
alſo be perform'd in a few Minutes. 
We cannot therefore pretend a want of 
time. At leaſt let us remember that 
fuch a lame and frivolous Excute will 
be of no Service to us, when we ſhall 
appear before the iribuna) of the li 
ving God. 

It is my Advice then to All, not to 
omit theſe and ſuch like pious Acts ny 

ay 
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day of their Lives; but much more in 


time of Indulgences, and whenever they 


deſign to approach the Holy Sacrament, 
after a ſerious and diligent examine for 
Confeſſion. Neither ſhould they forget 


to extend their Sorrow not only to 
Mortal, but even to the leaſt Venial and 


hidden Sins of their whole Life; which 
done, they may be eaſy, and with ſe- 


curity of Mind, approach to the Holy 


Myſteries. 
As to what Prayers may be moſt 
pleaſing to Almighty God and benefi- 


cial to us at theſe. holy Times, ----- tho” 


the Faithful may make uſe of the pious 
Prayers they find in their Manuals; 
yet the Lord's Prayer, fo call'd be- 
cauſe he compoſed and taught it, is 
the beſt of all Prayers, and all ethers 


are only an Explanation of what it 


contains. This, tho? ſhort and eaſy, 
comprehends all we can ask of God ei- 
ther for his Honour and Glory, or our 
own eternal. as well as temporal Good- 
and Happineſs. And therefore the 
holy Church takes the greateſt care to- 
have it explain'd. to the Faithful even- 
from their very Child-hood, And * 

re 


of IN DULGENCES. % 


fore alſo is it that the Popes, being ſen- 
fible of the Virtue and Efficacy of this 
holy Prayer, when ſaid with due At- 
tention and Devotion (which is ſo great 
that one Lord's Prayer ſaid after this 
I' manner is more pleaſing to. God, and 
better than a thouſand other Prayers ſaid 
in haſte with wilful DiſtraQion and 
huddled over in an undecent manner 
ſcarce excuſable in Speeches to common 
Porters in the Streets) orders. many 
Lord's Prayers, ſometimes ſeven, ſome- 
times five to be ſaid for the Motives above 
mention'd, in order to gain an on 
| gence. For tho“ the faying one only if 
ordain'd might ſuffice before God, yet 
y apious Perſeveranceand Continuation 
in that Prayer, we may obtain, what we 
were not worthy of at firſt. And for 
the like reaſon many Hail Mary's are 
ſometimes join'd to them, that the 
glorious Mother of Chriſt joining in 
Prayer with us, her Sacred adorable 
Son may graciouſly condeſcend to. our 
humble Petitions (made in his Name, 
thro” whom alone we can obtain the 
deſired Effect) as being back'd by the 
Interceſſion of his beloved Parent. 1 


9 A ſhort Explanation 


I could add much more to what I 
have treated of in this ſhort Work, but 
as it would ſwell it to a great Bulk, if I 


did; it might put it out of the Power 
of ie poor People to purchaſe it. 
Beſides, there ſeems to be enough ſaid 
for their Good and Inſtruction in this 


nice Matter. For what may be farther 


uſeful to diſpoſe the Souls of penitent 


Chriſtians to reap the ampleſt Benefit 


from Indulgences by a ſincere and fer- 
vent Contrition, ---- I recommend to my 


devout Readers a pious Work publiſh'd 
within theſe two Years, entitled, 


Paraphraſe on the ſeven PexiTEN- 
TIAL Ps ALMS: Which the Anony- 
mous Author, whoever he be, has fill'd 
with ſuch Thoughts, Affections and 
Expreſſions, as would melt, if poſſible, 
a Heart of Stone to the ſincereſt, live- 
lieſt and moſt laſting Repentance and 


Love of God. In it the Reader will 
find matter ſufficient to lift him to 2. 


Compunction like That which inſpired 


the royal Prophet, who compoſed the 
Plalms themſelves, to give Birth to that 


noble Production of Compunction after 


his unhappy fall, and happy bleſſed 
Converſion. May 
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May that Author's Work as well as 


this Treatiſ. of wine be truly benefi- 
cial to all devour Souls, For my own 


part, the Hopes of profiting theſe, and 


ſaving my own Soul by ſo doing, was 
what chiefly ſet me upon This, and 


what I chiefly aim at in Reward, Grant, 
ſweet adorable Saviour, that hoping 
thus much from thy Mercy, I may not 
be confounded ! Amen. 


FIN I-58, 


* 
4 


8 * 
N 
— 


3 * 
X 7 
4 [ N 
\ 
> + % + N 
c 2 i} 
5 „ 0 4 % 
2 — \ 5 
a 
o 28 
4 >. k & * 
ur” = © Oo. 
* — =" 


* - 
4 
- 0 
"TS 


Y 2 "ie ; 
: | —— r — 


* 


* 
* 4 


— — 
0 — XZ ws — — — — — 
F — „ 


G —w 2 ons 


ut publifpd, in TWO VOLUMES. 


OCTAVO. Price Ten Shillings Bound 
in Calf. © 


A SELECT COLLECTION: ef 
CATHOLICK SERMONS; Preach'd 
in Exgliſlo, before their Majeſties King F AMES II. 
AR Y Queen-Conlort, CATHERINE Queen- 
Dowager, at Windpr, St. Famess, Whitehall, and 
 Sower /et-Houſe, &c. By the Reverend Fathers | 


AYRAY, DokxuER, 


LIVVIsen, 
BET HAM, e METCALTE, 
„Bix, IFFARD, 
BAE, Gopp EN, ee 
CopRIN cron, HALL, | rien 
Cross, HoumMBurRSTONE, SANA, 
 'DakrzLL, Jexxs, ScARISIRIK T. 


In this Collection is contain'd Mr. IE Mxs's Sermons 
upon the Sacrament, in which Trauſubſtantiation is 
impartially conſider'd, as to Reaſon, Scripture, and 
Tradition. Which Diſcourſe occafion'd Dr. Job Tillot- 
ſon, late Archbiſhop of Canterbury, to preach and 
publiſh thoſe famous Sermons of his againſt Tran ſub- 
Kantiation, ſoon after the Revolution. 


N. B. A Third Volume will be put to the Preſs, 

with all convenient Speed, to wwhich will be 
added, A FUNERAL ORATION upon the Death 
of King JAMES II. Tranſlated from the 
French, which compleats this Collection. 


Printed by Joun HoyLzs, at Ne I. the Corner ? 
Wild- Court, in Great Wild- Street, near Lincoln's-Inn- - 
Fields. : . 


9 V 


© 3.x ” 
. 
>. 


4 


We” Y $4 xgs a - 
2 4 n 
th v5 WF; — 


a 6 * 8 P 
- 4 * * py 
= 1 4 
22 +l Fe X . 
— — 
81 = 


P — 


— 


26.4 
+ &. 
— 
1 


% 
IL * 


N . IT 


8H 8 


IT LEE: 
8 OE hog 


* 5 - Hh 
1 . 


he Ta 2 


3 


Do A 7 


8 5 . 56 7 e 9 8 
«EY . 12 * . 


Wy po 


5 

- 

% fry 
" 


| 5 22 92 7 0 [ns $4 


* 
* 
Le \ 


N 


Ts 


8 
2 


+ - 


3 
I 


- 
TY 


* 


» 75 . 
4 * 
ES: a 


. 


- - * 4 pg > 
3 * Le £ 

ans. | +. Lo 
OI En + 


is Fs 3 
. Feet 


2 23, 


be 


* PR) 
: 2 ebay : 
5 * 
* 


* ey es 


ann 


wy 


* 


5 3 9 . 
3 OS —J 
r 
” 


r 9 ' 


Ae \ —_ 


8 
ood, 


* 


THIS 


. 


= a: 


4 


— 


555 ö . N 
| 1 Wh, 9 . 


©, 3 7. 3 EX * 54, os 
PA > 5h = 7 
| f 27 3 os . 272 A - 
. = R N F 8 72 8 - 
2 S ' * (3 2 


LY 8 * 7 > 
. . 


* 

. 
* 42 
. * 


12 


RT” e 
N , b 85 . 3 tet „ 1 9 29 5 2 
oe he BY - 16.4 » Fs; 8 \ . 6 1 7 > - Pr Þ | : 

- * N o Y Pe o 


l *, . 

* 

hs SL, 
* , 


"a 
*,, 
7 
73 
* 
— 
* 
1 


KY <A. bas: | oo 


A 5 "WY » 
0. TY * n 5 4 Þ 


e 
. * n N GEES I 


a 1 


ccc 
. 
IE „ 3 © £9 OE 
CFC 
— @ =” +; %” "7 e 
| ESL. 8 8 
F 
82 Jo 1 5 YE, 2,9 28 
1 8 „ , 
* 1 Te ; Ro FO. 


Ls 


25 
7 E 
Tn Ws 4.85 nnn 


* 5 wy 
” — AS 1 1 (EZ : 4 . l r 2 p 
i} — — a" 1 1 N. * r N . 
= i * 4 = * - = 4 a 4 9 4 * : - ** & - - 
© — 5 8 | N : 1 2 . hb | . 3 . * k ö 
7 1 Y {4 2 * 4” r * 2 4 Tx k * LS - N ' 
4 9 *. T . . % 8 4 , 4 ». «5 7 5 2 A 2 1 1 : . A Nair | 
” - Fa . - A * , N bk. x * ” : F In . 7 N 9 * 2 © 4 I 
8 7 e 7 j = ALS . oo d 2.6 * W a 1 
5 7 f es N s 0 1 2 * Is 8 Le 
n w >. a a5 3 8 3 . 0 : 5288 % »* 27 * 
5 8 : > C . © 2 o fr I'S x Ys A 
F 5 = . 4 4 : - o 
: * A - 3 - » . \ 
oY 4 G Ret ” + 4 7 { * X * 
$4 . : : : 1 k 4 * 
— * © * 


ow 


4 * q 


* 
„ 
12 


. 2 
£3 # > 1 7 Re” 
. * 
7 4 , 12 
e Pn, 
WA. 


Ix. SA. > 

Ps 4 270 FRA e. 

L oF * ** "BY PEAS | R. „An 
l 4 * 0; 8 + 


Ls "3 C 
rr? 
— 27 / 1 V KT, 
1 r 1 wn, EIS, \ 
„ Rf ds: Gro 
— N 47; 
k 7 * 28 2 ew * 1 1 


th 
Sk 4 


r 
7 q * 5 4 * 
$ A bY 335 CCS 2 
ä * oy 
C 
c 
. r Ls 


* K 


> + 25 K 
= . 


4 Wann b * * N we 
| Ang | fe © 4 p * 71 
n . „ N ee 
r n F a T * 3 A 5 97 =" GE n . 
Pa TAS > {WF -/ — A * 1 
PH 217 


